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The Profit-Seeking and the Cooperative Awareness Shared in the Village:

Case Study of Cheese Producers’ Practices in Cajamarca, Peru
Furukrawa Yuki®

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify relations between cheese producers’ profit-seeking in the
market and the cooperative awareness shared in a village in Cajamarca, northern mountains of
Peru, from two point of view. One point of view is a broad meaning estimate included of an ideology
and a custom of dairy social relations in the village, and the other is a balance calculation for their
profit-seeking in a payment of milk and a commodities trading.

Cheese producers buy milk produced by peasants in the village. Their relationships with
peasants are various. For example, they greet and have chats with peasants every day. In addition,
they sometimes exchange foods and daily commodities and lend money to peasants, and peasants
demand them to pay more than the regular weekly price of milk. In the rural festival they offer their
household labour to organize it and sell beer instead of rising the price. They try to maintain their
management based on the balance calculation of costs and benefits, to take care of the ideology and
the custom in the village, and sometimes to work hard to be generous spending money and household
labour. Thus, their caring and working hard present their generosity in the daily relationship with

peasants, and hide their profit-seeking, as a result enable them to make a profit.
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