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The Roles of Supplementary Schools for the Chinese Children in Hungary

Yamamoro Sumiko”

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the roles of supplementary schools for the Chinese children
in Hungary based on the fieldwork I conducted in Budapest on September, 2017. I here define
supplementary schools as those except full-time schools. There are only two supplementary schools
for the Chinese children in Hungary. They are open from 9 am to 3 pm or 4 pm on Saturday and
Sunday run by Chinese couples. One school teaches Mandarin, Mathematics, English and History,
and the other one teaches mainly English.

Contrasted to the Chinese children in western countries who go to normal schools in each
immigrated country, those in Hungary not only go to normal schools but also bilingual state schools
or international private schools. After being graduated from them, they tend to go to universities in
UK, China and so on. These transnational educational trajectories which are common to the Chinese
children in Hungary can’ t be understood from the viewpoint of school success or failure in the
immigrated country. This study clarifies one aspect of their transnational educational trajectories
by focusing on supplementary schools. The reason why I focus on supplementary schools is that I
could understand parents’ educational strategies and the transnationalism in education through
supplementary schools, which couldn’t be seen through full-time schools.

Firstly, the study traces the historical background of Chinese immigrants in Hungary, and
explain the situations of four Chinese markets in Budapest. Secondly, after examining three kinds of
full-time schools the Chinese children attend, it clarifies the history and the actual situations of two
supplementary schools in Budapest based on the interview with the headmasters. Thirdly this paper
examines the educational trajectories of two young Chinese people who have had the experiences of
going to one of supplementary schools based on the interviews with them.

To be concluded, it points out that supplementary schools in Hungary are judged by Chinese

people by whether they could play the roles for their transnational educational trajectories or not.

*  HPEKRY: : Toyo University, 5-28-20 Hakusan, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 112-8606, Japan / yamamoto-s@
toyo.jp
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