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Memories Regarding Taiwanese Immigrants in Okinawa:

A Comparison between Miyako and Yaeyama
Matsupa Yoshitaka®

Abstract

Taiwanese immigrants moved to Miyako and Yaeyama districts of Okinawa during the Japanese
colonial period. Few studies have been done to investigate the immigration from Taiwan to Miyako.
The author’s research reveals that almost all the immigrants to Miyako were merchants who
engaged in the rice business. Many people conducted business in Miyako, but Taiwanese immigrants
were just a small part of them. Therefore, their existences were hardly remembered by local people.
On the other hand, the immigrants to Yaeyama established a pineapple industry there, it is the
only one in Yaeyama. Because of these different circumstances, the Taiwanese in Miyako are very

different from those in Yaeyama, therefore more difficult to be remembered by local people.
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