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Effect of Confucianism on Ti’wei Po-li Ching:
Taking the “Five Elements” as an Example

HOU Guangxin

As the essence of Confucian thought, the five elements theory has had a pro-
found impact on Chinese Society. In terms of academic, it involves philosophy,
history, religion, literature, astronomy, geography, medicine and other disciplines,
and it also involves people’s agricultural production, customs and other fields in
terms of daily life. It is more important to the influence of religion, especially to
Buddhism as a foreign religion. It has played an important role in the process of
the development of Buddhism in China. Ti’wei Po-li Ching is important Buddhist
Classics in dynasty of North and South. The complication of this Classics based
on Ti’wei Ching by monk Tan Jing and he has added the ethics of Confucian and
the some theories of Taoism. This Classic focuses on the theories of five percepts
and ten goods, diet-keeping in three months, keep diet in six days per month
which were told by Buddhism to lay Buddhists. It reflects the trend of the devel-
opment of Buddhism in the dynasty of North and South. Though it is a Buddhist
classic, it is deeply influenced by Confucianism, especially for its five elements
theory. This paper is based on the basis of its five elements theory, and make a
deep analysis, and to reflect the relationship between Confucianism and Buddhism

in the southern and Northern dynasties.
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