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Institution of Chinese Buddhism and Its Modification:
Take Sangha Institution as the Center

JI Huachuan

Buddha institution, Sangha institution and Country institution jointly
constitute the institution of Chinese Buddhism, which poses significant influence
on the ebb-flow and revolution of Chinese Buddhism. Buddha institution is the
standard institution established on the foundation of the Vinaya enacted by
Shakyamuni Buddha, the main function of which is to standardize monks’
behavior and dignified manners; Sangha institution is the internal regulation and
institution established by Chinese Sangha’s self-conscious exploration and own
creation. In the Chinese Buddhism history, the great master Dao an’s famous
work-“Standards of Monks and Nums”, and later the famous work-“Chan Lin
Qing Gui” initiated by the great Chan master Baizhang Huaihai became the
primary institution of Chinese Sangha, which turned to be a distinguishing feature
of Chinese Buddhism; Country Institution is the Buddhism regulation and
institution enacted by the country, especially the emperor in the feudal imperial
times, such as the monkofficials institution, Du Die institution, etc.. Finally, this
paper is mainly about to investigate the Sangha Institution of Chinese Buddhism

and its modification in the history.
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