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The View of Korean Shamanism on the Ten Kings of
Buddhism

KIM Ji-yun

People would be rebirth at the six destinies ( 753 ) through the intermediate
state after death in Buddhism. The Ten Kings ( 1 1 ), who are the rulers of the
dark realms, judge the intermediate existence in accord with their good or evil ac-
tions of their previous lifetimes. Then, they decide the place where the intermedi-
ate existence will appear in their next incarnation. The notion of the Ten Kings
was formed in the Shiwang jing ( + T #& , the Ten Kings’ Sutra), attributed to
Zangchuan ( 3&)11 ) in the Tang ( /& ) Dynasty.

The faith of Ten Kings based on the Shiwang jing was introduced into the
Korean peninsula and is still prevalent in Korea. Therefore, there are various re-
cords related to the Ten Kings in history books; the buildings such as the ‘Siwang-
sa Temple ( 5% )’ and the ‘Siwang-dang ( + T4 ), and the ceremonies con-
nected with the Ten Kings like the ‘ten days of fasting ( 17 H )’ and ‘Siwang-jae
(T 7 ). In addition, the Shiwang jing was engraved on the wood for twelve
times at many places including the Haein-sa Temple ( #EF1SF ) during the Joseon
( BAfi£ ) Dynasty. The faith of Ten Kings had been popular throughout the Korean
peninsula and affected folk beliefs. Then, the Ten Kings shows up shaman rites
which are performed at Tongyeong, Buan, Seoul, Jeju Island, and so forth.

However, the features of Ten Kings are different between Korean Shamanism
and Buddhism. The Ten Kings of Buddhism is focused on this life. So, it puts em-
phasis on the judge of the Ten Kings because one could rebirth in the better life
according to their judgment in Buddhism. On the contrary, the Ten Kings of Sha-
manism is regarded the world of the dead as important. Because they think that

the Ten Kings are just keeper of the dark realms where people simply pass to the
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paradise after death. There are three reasons why they have the different view to
the Ten Kings. The first is the different ideas about the existence of the next life.
The second is the different views toward the world after death. The third is the
different perception to the karma.

Briefly, the discrepancy of the Ten Kings is the inevitable result, when the
Shamanism accept the Buddhism for composing the organization of theory and

practice, but keeping their own characteristic.
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