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A Folk Belief and Its Fusion with the Buddhism:

Researches into Expansion of the Mazu Worship
in the East Asia

KIKUCHI Noritaka

The aim of this paper is to follow the spatial spread of a Chinese folk belief
and its fused traces with some religious traditions, focusing on the Mazu worship
in the traditional China. The worship of Mazu which has started from folk belief
in one area in the South China was promoted to the rank of the state ritual by the
Sung dynasty, in the second place, under the Yuan dynasty, it was fused with
Buddhist worship of Guanyin (AvalokiteSvara) and was being fixed as a goddess
of sailing. Daoist believer composed finally a scripture in which Mazu was
included in their pantheon under the next Ming dynasty. More one considered as a
problem in this paper is a possibility of the spread of the Mazu worship to the
Korean Peninsula. Almost no trace was leaned about for the moment, but I will
grope after a clue of explication by catching by a context as folk belief and fusion
with some religious traditions. The worship of the goddess of sailing was
transmitted to an Asian island country in the east end, and fused again there with
the Buddhism and the Shinto, returning to belief of the people who live in a sea

while also melting together with a phenomenon of folk customs.
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