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The Studies of Tathata Theory in the Dashengqixinlun

— The Relationship with Tathagata-garbha in the
Ratnagotravibhaga as a Center

LI Zijie

The thought characteristics of the Dashenggixinlun lie in the usage of
Tathata, which is the main vocabulary and limits the meaning of Tathagata-
garbha. The Larkavatara-sitra translated by Bodhiruci shows a close relationship
between Tathata and Wulouxunxifa ( {7 ¢ ), which is one of the bases of
the Dashengqixinlun. The Dashengqixinlun advocates the influence by
Zhenruzitixiang ( B 41 H /K4 ) with Undefiled dharma. Besides, the Tathata in
the Dashenggixinlun is divided into /& - # - H and emptiness or non-emptiness.
The change and activity for Tathata are revealed by influence of Tathata and
emptiness of Tathata.

On the other side, Sanskrit version of the Ratnagotravibhaga advocates the
nature of Tathata is not different for all sentient beings. The nature of Tathata is
translated into Zixinggingjingxin ( E 1:#& &[> ) and Zhenrufoxing ( EMI{AME:)
in Chinese version translated by Ratnamati. The Zixingqingjingxin and
Zhenrufoxing in Chinese version have a close relationship with the change and
activity of Tathata. Author thinks that this has influenced the Tathata theory of the
Dashenggqixinlun.

Tathata, synonym of Tathagata-garbha in the Ratnagotravibhag, is considered
as conditioned dharmas in the Dashenggqixinlun, and its range and function are

both amplified.
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