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Ven.Yinshun’s View on the Awakening of
Faith Sutra

LIU Chengyou

The core idea and mode of thinking in The Awakening of Faith Sutra have an
important foundational role in the Chinese Buddhist sects. In the 20th century,
scholars of the Buddhism in China and Japan had created fierce controversy about
the Sutra’s author, translator, and its core idea. Yin-Shun had been paying close
attention the debate for 55 years, and he wrote “The Awakening of Faith Sutra and
Funan’s Mahayana Buddhism” at 88 years old. In the paper, Yin-Shun formulated
his basic view about the Awakening of Faith Sutra. First, the text of the Awakening
of Faith Sutra maybe was written by somebody who was North Chinese.
Secondly, the Awakening of Faith Sutra deeply was affected by the Funan’s
Mahayana Buddhism which came from India’s. Thirdly, the main ideas in ke
Awakening of Faith Sutra belong to India’s Buddhism. Therefore, the Awakening
of Faith Sutra was not created completely by Chinese. Regardless of whether or

not, Yin Shun has provided a useful opinion.
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