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Zhang Binglin and the Question of the Apocryphal
Nature of the Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana

CHEN Jidong

The question of whether The Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana is an
apocryphal text was a key point of interest in the study of Buddhist history in
modern Japan. Furthermore, [the realization that the text was apocryphal] was an
important achievement and the result of employing the methodologies of modern
Buddhology — that is, an objective, rational, and scientific method. However, a
similar interest — academic or otherwise — in the issue cannot be detected in the
case of contemporary Chinese Buddhism. In the 1920s Liang Qichao published
his study Dasheng gixin lun kaozheng, but by that point the debate in Japan was
already twenty years old.

In fact, the essay “Dasheng qixin lun zhenyi bian” by Zhang Binglin (1868-
1936) from 1908 was the first response by a Chinese scholar to the question. Why
this intellectual, who had founded a revolutionary ethics on Buddhist arguments,
was so vigorously engaged in solving this specific academic issue at this time is in
itself a highly fascinating question.

Zhang Binglin focused on the question whether the Awakening of Faith in the
Mahayana was an apocryphal text and examined the work critically based on the
text itself and the ideas it contained. He criticized the arguments that the text was
apocryphal that were fielded by Japanese scholars at the time and sought to prove
that the Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana had been in fact composed by
Asvaghosa and that it furthermore directly inherited the teachings of the Buddha.
However, that this very significant essay has so far received no attention and was
not even mentioned in Liang Qichao’s work is a shortcoming of research on

Zhang Binglin and the reception of the Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana in
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the modern period. This article introduces Zhang Binglin’s argument and then
discusses whose arguments he criticized. Finally, I address the question of why
Zhang did not abandon his argument that The Awakening of Faith in the
Mahayana had been authored by Asvaghosa

- 162 -



B S IC D FE Feim XATH g% a A~ b

#oo;m T
(W) A7)

20 HEAZHID. HARICTAHIZ, HROAHEERTRES L Twz X
FekfFam] BIESCHE L, InE2IH L-BMgo fid, Thickl
MHENTWZRpo7zns, Al BEE DR LZBL T, ZONENE
ISR SN ze BRRIOEAE L. T HAOFE RO TRERE] Bk
DR B B OB 2 o [OSRRRER) bl VL
TEHARMIZHEB L 208, A, 20 X9 R X HbTICE - e

ZERELT, BHBSHEL W20 MDD HARDFERIZBIT S
[RGB BIERONAEZ B L, o RS Zhick3 25
K IETH o722 L ZWSNPIILTWDH, Z LTREIS, HEMEEOA
FUERB LU, 2D WA RS, FEIREK & Wk & % [ —#81
5 [KRFEER] ORMIEIHTW72012, WS [RFBEER] %
V2SI %2 2 b ozl o [KOEEGER] BIEHILH O BF%
ZHPEL TS,

B O [(RFERER) BBl 3. RBERHEWSROMERRLT
HO. BRICHRELTEH SN h o 72205 BREEAEDOBEE A28 L T,
ZOHEARNLNEEZD HA A WIFERN 2R & 0o B L o Bg vk
PRRINEIEINZ L EZ HND, BMAEED RICRE KL 2
Do, WOPRICGLEE, KDFHLTLLZENTELEES JIZonT
IRRTW <,

*HAA (Fx - FYTT)o WERABICFHHIZ

- 163 -



2.

ERO [RFERER] 20 < bmd . B HARDOFFIZBWTBIE
DYUEED o TIHE 57285 HROEROGFPENED Y 25
HETIIBIERZ T TR 20BN R IELEICH LT Tmd ok L
7oo IKHAILNTWS K H 11T, 1920 AFANTIBA S BE D Wkl 3 Ik & 2 D
BFoEE, FREO RG] SRR d LT, REMLFROK

& 20w oD TRERGER] OIEXEEZNFHLz0THLb, &2
ATy Gllo3EERELBEL T, PEAO¥EZ LIS HFED X 9 12
T TR WIS ICHE, BT 2 A2 25 LI
Botze BUEHGA ORI X UE, BABHE S T2 1908 4E 4K, HAR
DFEFTIRIR S NABVEFAT L THATL . 2SR L THSRIY 7% S
RLEOTH S, MA T, BHREOMR I [RERER] & [

Rl LR LEVWS D LIRS A2 L, MM, MAIN TR ZNAD
Bl o bDEZOND, TN DL T, HORMATHAK
DFEFRIZL B A A PEOIALBEAN-HIZH, FEALTEHIN o723
DERZ BN, T RED PEOFTLAH, BREDONL2DFEH L b o7

BRI 50D, HIEVIENEOREOLEEEE - HD
W CEME I L 22 AL 7Z 5 720, Z RIS 230 % Bfiw L7z

o BRICBEMKB A DR THIHRML TV A X 12, PEICAKMIZ TX
FekefEam] BER AR REB S R B0 RIS L TEed 3
B Lol THLHH, THUIEDEREO IR 2 MO R o7eh bk

v HEVIIE LI ANE S TW 2720l BHMICER L0 TH
Hh, EOLHICALITNE R SR,

=T BREOPEOHEYEED TN L TRFDEND D - 72395
i BIREEDS, TRIGEERR] BIESIH LT, BWICR R L %o
Tz FIRIEV, [KRREERR] o2 EH L -8lgoYE, 2
DADBIET % 2\ AN o 72 PERBIE Z ORPMBIES NIz & W

- 164 -



I ML ThabbhETERR SR E v s [RFERER] o ERH
PICBITEEREHEZL ) L Lz TNET AR > Tz B LR 8
MERBEFENGZESOMOBENEZRIMT 2DDLEZ b5 LHIEIC
[KFEFm] BHoBRZ, BEEKONELSHEL X5 v il
EHEAEHMME A SEE D T 5V 0EN, T ROBEIE (1) WELA
IR (M) FWNBEOECE DR LN TED, INEBELT
BRAK G AR 1S, JEO8 & B O MI7E254 T [HEERNIEZE] TH 201
PRI NP L 72 LR RTE SN L DS, AR L7z LY
Wige] LB OMZE LT L 1E, DR S TW 2D TIE R L EZR S
N MFHEDOEND, X YPEICHRRENLLER DL EEZON D,
RO [TRIGEFR] (ST 2007818, SiE, CENMmsER S 1
THBY, INEBELTA ¥ FERTHHEERTH v, HEZ0ME, §
bbb v FHROFEICB T 2HWEDTRMIEIFR SN TS, B
Fitra sy L, XTRESWHAKRIIH T AL EM L. 251X 0E
FOLENE TR L TOEWEED, 20 X9 2MHICHER Lo 7z0
BHLENLRNTHD LT RS, MATYKE, HARDFAFTIE [KERE
WCHZAZPERENZ2ERICHTLE2ER L H o 7205 BMEEOF LT
FZD LX) BT T 2ERIEEL ATV RV, TOXL) BEED
YRR NI R b v, BEEORGZ BV LIzwERWT T,

3.

B SEE DR THIRMB LTV A X 912, Bk TRERER] ©
BREAZEHL, COZ L 3MEOMOMmLTHEL BN T L, B
BANC I L [RREGR] o8, 2L Ciho [KEEER] Bl 1
ZTCBE, L SRR % EORRRROBEEE T ORR L OB LT
X, 5% LDRAWIESINLUENDH L LEEZ D, BERELEDTH LT
. FE U CMEIERAE EAROMA 2R > TB Y, Wk & F—#H S

- 165 -



B L) 2SR S N TV B, ED X9 B hs il oL AR
EHHEMICED X ) ITHEERIZTL TV D00, HiEOHA% BEV W
72LE9,

(RFGEY kIR

- 166 —



B O 2 X ¥ M2Hd 5 Mm%
B Wk R

(HA F ik R)

FESMIICATHIGR IO U CRUB 23T 2 LT F & 5722 &30 B E#he
72LEd, 2 TREINAZEMOZ QXS MEHoOETToT, —
DO NEETHIENMREEA, ZTTUTIZBVWTIE, £h
ORI U TR BRI R 23 E Lzw e BnE§,

LFENETT 2N [[RERER] &) 3Rk TIER L, [FERE
8] OWMEEOHHZICTEY, ELR [RAERERZEMS] LS50
F9. TOmLIE 1908 4 10 HRATo TR %19 512BWT. [KFEL
Yoplie® | OMERe LTHEINT Lz, [RIR] & EHROEAIR—T
EFHaoBEE T, [ZRFEE] 2 [PRbGE ] TR RE] 2 o4
BREOFEK - Blnk /T ) BERMWMT T L2 1906 49 HIZHiis 7 TR
) %7 5 LM 1908 4E 10 HRATO M 24 5 F T, B Z OMER
ABDFE L7z TOM. 1908 40 3 A6 4 HIZh Tk, —ke. e
D7D IHEROBE BT FE T,

[RFALEGFAEE | 13 M LR S 25 HR L REIEALF 2 B3 2 5
WC, TOFRBROLIICEHTEFT T, MH. 7y FRRICIZT TIC
K LN WAF L, MEOTUIH AL ERRICH > 7207205, Mg
BOARALFETRETIE VL, KL NFEORRMIRGILTH - 72K
RD3H o> T. ZTh 5 RFERFIR/NFERFIDS L 2Z2WIHEL L TE 27
A5, RIEREIATII/NIEFEI D, /IR IR L D IR R A 5%
ENTW5S, £LTC, HOMMIEI I TT— [ZOFIC L > T, K5E
ML TH ). BIBLHER, SO AELZDO TRV L3
L THAH] ([EREEHE] 4. 480 H).

- 167 -



DO DG LIIHFA M 22 D DT, AR L T Fiay o
FIREFIIEALMOBBEL VLD TYT, 20w, FE (REfH.z0
k) i BESEROCH TSR [HREAH] ofF 25 (1908 4 5
A) BT, =g (Rl olEreh, R 2085 (A
WD Lo e LsdmL, TTRIRI X, REOFZEELRET,
LOFEZEBETIEI AL W] LML T Lz, [Rit] omiELiE, (1)
BEoELBN 2B 5, (2) MHMBKZERT 5, (3) LbEA,
(4) WREFEOFMZHMERT S, (5) HE - HAWEOERWNEAZ F
K35, (6) HROFIEIPEOEFHEICERT LI LEERT S,
EWVIAESET L. ZOBENTH LT ki TR %205 (1908
F6H)  [BEkE] 2HCTRERLE Lz, HHMBRE, [RRILERE
%] DR RN T, IS TR OBEIZEDLZ DD TIEZR WA,
COHHOFIIEIEC TR TBE BRI TWLEFTET, v
OEMEHE, RROBEZ RIS 2 LENDH Y. ZOEIIIIELSLFY
ANEED BB FHARETH A Z L 2R lici <7z v o
Tdo THITHLT, FIIEIIBEZMATVET, ZO—HDOFwFI
DWTRIFERRELTVE LA, BRI REIPERINTVET,
7e72, TITWREFLG@WMTAILIETEERA,

WEFRICR X, FE L OmFIC Lo T [HRAEREmZES] [AEL
Yol ] OTRIECHMOND XIIh ) F Lz, MR K FYE
TIEHY FRATL, TNHDIZ, FEEPE) LTIOmMLIZERL
VL LB no720h, ZORYLOBHIIHOLITEHD F¥A AT
W5 272 5, B L EBIEEGE LOVHICBWTHZILTED, &
WICHS THRlE 2> TW22DT, HH0viE [XA HWEAAT ] &
W B TEBHEVERS> TV AINERFA, 2REEBA [k
Smgal] #Enze & BRARTIEACIZEELTBY, AL b
EOBIEDORBEAP LBV TWE Lz, ZEEPEREICS L L 2w
2 BOAMAE 2 SHMT 52 L I3 TE T AL o Ty [ERAMIZE]

- 168 —



ED X)Lz hAs, BB IR OWI7E & AL L 72 B o B
LERTHo72HEMIEH D £ 3. [RFEEREIE] X, HEROEZED
FIREZFHL CHPIL TV FE 3% hEBO RSO WCllgE L7z ) #Ei L
72D LTwEEA, 2F ), KL S R, PEOBG I HAON
FREWRTIT AL DOTIERL, 72720 [REREWE] OH
A TIEEIRFZE ] &) ERRTIFO ) 2 D720 T,

B, [REREWEI] © [FE] BT, HARDFEDHZE
THHENZZ2 b DOPETRKERTOERTH Y, WEOFHFDFHAD 5 b
DTHo7=DIZ, [RIERER] OHEMBMEZ O THRE LD HAD
FHTHoToZ bk, WHAHOESE) ML TV T, PEEIE, o
I LR EBCIEEZ [EM AR 2 IEHESLETHL | L)
CLILmLTVwEY, 22T [HE] Lid [ERMIE] OFRT
To MERA ¥ FOFKERIIE, TRhENREOELLH Y, 0%t
DL % T 5 2 LAY TEREMZE] OBAKNELZOTT, LaL,
HEE 4 ¥ FIZBUT 2 0HUE ORI 2 833 5121, SCike B
DM S DEBEPLETT, Z 2 THIE. BB P EOALBIFFEAZ D
EO B EEREL TRV oERRH L, 2o [RFEEEREE] 2Xo
TEORHFARED L L2DTY, L LEBRIZIE, BB [HAFEiR
Bz B 23IE L < SCikE BEOWE 2 SE 217> TwE Lz, 12
b o9, PERBOLROPTIE, FEREIABCRAIRE L TR L 72l
BIMED T D5, ALBDELRHMIEL ) DEPICEELDDZ 572589 T
To HAHWVIE, PEEIE [ELZE] (ORENZBIT28lEHEE LT)
DOHAMNG, WEICHEPBEOMZELZ BH L zor b EtA, HIZER
. [RERERETL] b2t HBTEXLTFOATEY, +597%
KA o 7o 2 L5, BB OMEZ M TE Ld o722 L OHBET
holhdbnhEgA.

TS L) LTSRN RAERS. 5 VI3 EBHN R ERZOMFHE
2o [RERER] OBEBAERLEho7-00bn) i, bHEAHA

- 169 -



HELZMETIIH Y T, ) LA EZ2HEMEEICRDLDIEHTDIC
Wiz kHIlBbhEd, BEREOLENOMMIMAEOBELRZD L DI
HoteblFTE AL AMERE &0 X 5 I LIS H L ChEEa 218
é?%ﬂ WAMET 2L VW) L TAHY F L. 5, IHAHR
BHLTHWTWET L. /2, AAEIRICB T O MANEZ L
72OTLT, AABOBEBRMEFICIHS L9 R L3 hhs72DTT,
AR T — 7 Vilk & Wk % M —4H L 72 2 & DB oL 88 & o
WEBIZED X ) REBEG 2 720w B, B DR E R i
TY o TIPSO 4 ORI RCATE 2 A AN T HERIIR RO &
CHNMDBEGICH A EEZ T Lz, COHLEHRAL., T2 0K
G2, PR A R L E Lze 7T— I Vil REDOMPLL D
BRAZ ST 5 & &, HRIZIERoMERRY 2, S (TRBRER] o
VYRR T T VA NRE L WML, X > TARHEED
YWERHSEROEN ZH - 2D TT, WATH W [HERRZ B, Rtz
7] L) E£BUL, MERR OB & R DR A OO, i & RA
FEDOLDO—HOBEY YL SOTL. FME. QRS % i
Ml U CMERFZE DAY L BF OB OB 2 o 720 T, ok
PRI B O Z M L7250 ThH Y, IRl DRI HE L
F L7 MMM OBFEZME IR S E2ICb 5T, T OHGERMR
Pa MERR S L HRAIEZ ) EB N LTI Er D ET. 29 L7
B, HICX 2 Bl ok, [SCH] & TR &) b
7B X > THEBRFE 2 HETA L T5 2 E~OIHICHIFICB R T

WwET,
(RIERAHY )

- 170 -



