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Social Economy in a Javanese Brackish Water Aquaculture Area:
Focusing on Bargaining among Landlords, Tenant Farmers and the Local Community

under Environmental Deterioration

MASE Tomoko™

Abstract

The coastal area of Sidoarjo, East Java, Indonesia, is covered with mangrove forests.
Aquaculture ponds dug there are called tambak. This paper describes earning activities of
various agents around this aqua-cultural area, and also explains its social strata and social
relations, especially focusing on the relationship between owners or managers (landlords)
of aquaculture ponds and their tenant-farmers.

Under the resent environmental deterioration, both landlords and their tenant-farmers
are feuding, because of considering each distribution of benefit. They are busy bargaining
in order to maintain their social and economic status quo. Furthermore, there is a third
party (the local community) who is concerned about bargaining, making use of the
traditional practice for redistribution of wealth (called buri). The balance of this bargaining
manages to secure all of them the traditional social economic order under the severe
environment both economically and ecologically.

The result of the author’s fieldwork shows that there is no strong comradeship and
solidarity between those concerned with the aquaculture and those not concerned (who

only live within the aquaculture area). The lack of comradeship and solidarity is not the
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distinctive historical feature in a particular era, but the socially and economically

structural feature caused by the gap between the haves and the have-nots.
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