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Experience of the Second Generation Algerian Immigrants at Schools

and the Schools Facing with Changes
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Abstract

The school adjustment and academic achievement of immigrant children have been not
only personal issues but also social challenges in France that currently works on the
democratization of education. It is said that educational inequality is caused by the
difference in socio-economical environment, rather than affected by ethnic and cultural
elements. On this basis, the Zone d’Education Prioritaire (ZEP) programme was
implemented to raise the education level of target areas.

This paper first focuses on the schooling experience of Algerian immigrants who have
already established a thick layer in the society. In their background, some changes of
times or generations are seen, and various elements, including the history of respective
immigrant families’ assimilation into the local community, the living space, gender,
professions and the caretakers of children, emerge. Furthermore, the case of participant
observation at a nursery school is analysed. French nursery school, called 7/’ école
maternelle, is increasingly considered as a childcare institute to help children’s “school
adjustments” and clear stumbling blocks for their smooth learning at an early stage.
Through the analysis, the paper discusses on and clarifies the following questions: how
teachers search for “common elements” among children who respectively have differences

in language and cultural backgrounds and how the concepts, and current policy topics, of

* HRERR KRGS0 School of Business and Commerce, Tokyo International University,1-13-1
Matoba-kita, Kawagoe, Saitama, 350-1197/ sauemura@tiu.ac.jp

105



Ay . 7T 2 - TN =Y T RBERE MR OARGRER & 2T 0%

“school adjustment” and “academic achievement (réussite scolaire)” are understood in the
daily setting, in a ZEP district where the background of immigrants and their life-courses

are more diversified.
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