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Freedom of Expression and the Right to Honor
in Early Meiji Era :
Case Study on Zanbouritsu (The Defamation Law)

SHIZAW A, Masumi

Abstract:

This study is discussing free press and the right to honor in the early years of Meiji.
Freedom of expression is fundamental human right. It is very important because it is
helping the development of the human nature and democratic government.

Freedom of expression and both security of the honor right are important rights. These
are often opposed. When somebody keeps the freedom of expression, it may infringe the
honor right of somebody. This problem is one of the problems that is hard to be settled
most now, it was similar in the Meiji era.

The Meiji government established Zamboritsu (the Defamation Law) in 1875. It
was abolished on orders of the government in 1883.In the Meiji era, Zamboritsu (the
Defamation Law) enactment purpose was honor right security of the modern model,
westernism. Zamboritsu (the Defamation Law) law had a pretense to protect the honor
right, however, actually, it oppressed freedom of expression. The suppression of free
speech came into effect with implementation of Zanboritsu (the Defamation Law).

The honor right protection became the excuse of oppression of freedom of expression.
It affected the later legal system, and it had a big influence on a later trial example. I
make study of the trial example about the Zamboritsu (the Defamation Law) , based on
some aspects of the right to honor and the Zamboritsu (the Defamation Law) case law

and research the influence on freedom of expression.
Key words:

Zamboritsu (the Defamation Law) , Freedom of expression in Meigi era, The honor right

The Supreme Court, old Criminal Law



