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Analyzing Content Neutrality Principle:
Focused on Case Law of Hate Speech Regulation
in the Supreme Court of the United States

SUZUKI, Takayuki

In Japan, it was discussed that hate speech should be regulated with antiforeign
demonstrations, though it is one of expressions and related freedom of speech. The
discussion on hate speech in the United States was judged by the U.S. Supreme Court
with using Content Neutrality Principle.

This study found out mean of Content Neutrality Principle and clarified how play a role
of that in hate speech regulation, and it is also useful in Japanese discussion.

Part II of this study showed Mosley in 1972 that Content Neutrality Principle was
precisely stated at first in the U.S.. Additionally, this part followed the development of
several precedents of the principle until its status was established in First Amendment
Jurisprudence. The “unprotected speech” by First Amendment was not adopted in the
principle, and it was shown in this part.

Part I analyzed R.A.V. that was a reading case on the hate speech and, in the case,
it examined how the principle was adopted. Then, the consistency between R.A.V. and
Black, which was later case, was considered. Finally, this study suggested the dilemma of

the hate speech regulation that occurred from the principle.



