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[H S BEE] (A 2 BraibH)

Criticism in the "Kacchu-go-Hirou
(Showing a samurai warrior helmet)" of Nyozekan
HASEGAWA - History in his works as motif

ODAGIR], Risa

This paper examines Nyozekan Hasegawa's criticism, especially his historical view on the
Japanese society in 1930s, with clarificating one of examinations his drama, "Kacchu-go-

Hirou" published in 1930, and his relative works.

From about 1935, Nyozekan Hasegawa's main themes of his works were based on
Japanese history. However, he has already published his drama the "Baka-tono Hyoutei"
on 1925 which theme was one of the big historical events in the end of Edo Period, the
Arrival of Perry Expedition. In the domain of drama, before his studies, the historical
themes have already interested Nyozekan Hasegawa. Assuming that his historical dramas
would be preparation for his critical studies, this paper clarifies several messages of his

criticism in the drama "Kacchu-go-Hirou".

For comparison, in order to review his point of view on the history, I also verify
examinations his criticism in his study "Nihonteki-Seikaku (The Japanese Character)"
published in 1935. In this study Hasegawa discuss the relation between aristocrat of the
Imperial Corte and samurai of the military authority. In the Edo Period, the military
authority had a military and political power, but also shared the aristocratic character
with the aristocrat class. And under the development of the commercial economy, the

both classes became economically more and more difficult.

Although In the drama, at the Edo Period, they made desperate efforts to maintain
their prestige. That makes spectators laugh. In 1930, when this drama was published,
the Japanese economy was faced with a big difficulty for the economic crash. The
spectators at that time could realize the similitude between two periods. The structure of
Hasegawa's work is not simple, because it has at least two layers. But, it shows us clearly

the reality with humor. This is an important main character of his criticism.

keyword : warrior helmet, historical drama, "The Japanese Character", aristocraf class,

samurai class.
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