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Re-conversion of Mimei Ogawa
: After Japan’s Defeat in WWII

MASUI, Makoto

This paper is a sequel to "Conversion of Mimei Ogawa" which I wrote in the journal
Japanese Literature Culture (2015 / 2016). In those articles, I tried to trace the
conversion of Mimei from 1912 to 1945. Although Mimei initially believed in socialism, as
soon as the Sino-Japanese War broke out, he discarded the ideology and turned to be an
ardent nationalist. As a result, throughout the World War II, he aggressively showed his
cooperation to the war.

However, Mimei's conversion did not end at this point. After Japan lost the World
War II, he was re-converted. That is to say he quit to be a nationalist and began to
advocate the importance of democracy and pacifism. This conversion as well as the
former conversion was a surprising turnabout. But, until now, this disgraceful behavior of
Mimei, "the father of Japanese children's literature", has not necessarily collected so much
attention in the field of research.

Therefore, this paper aims to reveal the process of Mimei's postwar re-conversion by
exploring his personal history and literary works. I would like to show how he changed

his idea and why such a dramatically change occurred.



