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Arrival of Human Rights in Papua New Guinea :
A Case Study Based on the Questionnaire in Manus Island

Jun BABA

This paper aims to elucidate how the concept of human rights has a global circulation, through the
case study for Manus Island, a remote and peripheral island in Papua New Guinea. My methodology is
questionnaire which focuses on 2 points: a degree of recognition and a source of information concern-
ing human rights. The survey by questionnaire was conducted in February to March of 2010 and in 2
sites: Town, Manus Provincial Capital, and villages, north-coast of Manus Island.

As aresult, I collected the answers of total 183 persons. 92 persons come from Town and 91 persons
from villages. The sex ratio of respondents is 81 males (44%) and 102 females (56%). Generation
is only divided to two categories; under 30-years-old (88 respondents) and over 30-years-old (95
respondents).

In conclusion, my survey shows that, although Manus Island is a peripheral area, 60 % respondents
have a kind of knowledge on human rights. At this survey on recognition of human rights, male
respondents outnumber female respondents. It is a cause of this gender gap that, though many
awareness events and information is accessible to Town people, a half of respondents who don't know
human rights is unexpectedly female respondents living in Town. Except for this, there are little gap in
gender, residence and generation among people who know human rights. As with a source of informa-
tion, school education, word-of-mouth communication, and Christian church rank higher than public
awareness. It is considered that these results reflect socio-cultural characteristics of Manus Island, even

Papua New Guinea in general.

Keywords : human rights, degree of recognition, source of information, globalization, Manus Island,

Papua New Guinea



