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“The State of the Nation” Questioned Based on the Existence of Children with
Japanese Roots Who Possess Multiple Nationalities

Satoko TAKEDA

Nationality is a qualification as a member of a particular state and is defined as a legal bond that
links an individual and a specific country. In September 2016, due to the issue of multiple nationality
of Renho, a member of the House of Councillors who became the leader of the Democratic Party (DP),

social interest in the Nationality Act has suddenly increased.

The purpose of this paper is to focus on the divergence between the legal system and the actual
situation surrounding the “principle of one nationality” in order to elucidate the fact that this system
cannot be maintained under globalization. First, we shall summarize the problems of the nationality
selection system. Second, we shall examine why the nationality selection system is strictly maintained
to, while Nationality Act was change from paternal jus sanguinis to paternal and maternal jus sanguinis
in 1984. Third, we shall examine the relationship of the view of the family and international marriage

seen in the constitutional draft of the LDP (2012).

The existence of children with multiple nationalities indicates that globalization has spread to the
living of people. It should be regarded not as a threat but as an opportunity to create a system that
accepts the nation-state system and the diverse lifestyles of people. The abolition of the nominal

nationality selection system is the first step.

Key words . principle of one nationality, nationality selection system, paternal jns sanguinis, paternal

and maternal jns sanguinis



