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Re-examing about the wooden tablets so called
“Gun-pu” (directions to subordinates produced by
the couty government office or governors) ;
on the branch offices in the county
and the figue of their management

MORI, Kimiyuki

Gun-pu means the directions to subordinates produced by the couty government office
or governors. The examples of Gun—pu written on the paper were scarcely handed down,so
we had doubted whether the documents were used in the management of the county or
not. But nowadays the cases of excavation concerning to the county government offices are
increasing ,and the numbers of wooden tablets are also numerous,so the examples of Gun-
pu gradually increasing. And more the sites of the branch offices are becoming well known,so
the Gun-pu were dumped in the county government office or branch offices when the
addressees or the goods requested according to the directions had reached the offices and
Gun-pu had completed their missions.

In this article I tried to re-examine about the wooden documents concerning to the reign
of the county government offices. Through this consideration, I want to reveal how the
county government ruled its teritory,especially by the network of branch offices,why they
needed the branch offices and what was their function in the reign of the county.

The examples investegated in this paper are as follows ; the Site of Uneda-Jichu and
Kamo in Kaga Province,the Site of Enmyoji in Echigo Province,the Site of Yatama.Atsutame-
jori,Kochaen,Ohsanda,Negishi in Mutsu Province,the Site of Yamagaki in Tanba Province.
Through the anlysis of the wooden tablets excavated from these sites,we can see the real
figue of the county management in the 8th or 9th century ; the dividing arrangement of the
chief governors in the government office or branch ones,Gun-pu produced from the branch
offices etc. So we can understand the historical structure of the “Inner World of the
District (Gun)”, ie. the real figue of the regional management system in the Ancient Age

of Japan.
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