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An Attempt to Reconstruct the Family Tree
of the Otomo Clan

UEMURA, Masahiro

The Family Tree of the Otomo Clan is found in Otomo-Keizu and Tomo-Shi-Keizu and
is included in Gunsho Ruijii ; however, these contain many errors and are thus unreliable.
As indicated in previous work (Otomo no Komaro and the Development of Political History
During the Nara Period ; Cultura Antiqua : The Paleological Association Of Japan, 67-2,
2015), Otomo no Komaro was a trusted vassal of Empress Komyd, and being appointed as
a vice-envoy in a diplomatic mission to Tang China and as a benkan (official of Daijo-kan),
his progeny from his son Tsuguhito to his great-grandchild Yoshio were “reproduced
aristocratic bureaucrats.” Thus, clarifying his genealogical position will elucidate his political
position.

Komaro, the focus of this study, is referred to as the “nephew” of Tabito in the No. 567
commentary of Book 4 of the Man'yoshi. However, there are conflicting views concerning
whether this word refers to the child of a brother or the child of a cousin, and no clear
consensus has been reached. According to the article in Man yoshii, Governor General (dazai
no sochi) Tabito, who was on the verge of death, summoned Inakimi, his “younger brother
born of a concubine,” and Komaro, his “nephew,” to Dazaifu. An examination of the use of
the word “nephew” in works such as Rikkokushi and Kokiroku reveals that it was most
common to use the term in reference to the child of a brother. Moreover, we verified this
view by examining the number of family members who were invited to the deathbed of a
person in ancient times. In the present study, we examine not only the genealogical position
of Komaro, but also the problematic positions of Michitari, Surugamaro, and Emaro. Related
persons and the blood relationships of the 9th-century Tomo no Yoshio are also mentioned

in an attempt to reconstruct the Otomo Clan’s family tree.
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