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[Abstract]

Japanese Awareness of the Russo-Turkish Wars in the Meiji Era

Nobuo MISAWA

After the Meiji Restoration (1868), Japanese society began to become aware of Turks and
the Ottoman Empire as part of the world. As for the Islamic countries, Japanese society had
been interested in Egypt, because Japanese travelers passed through the Suez Canal on the
way to European countries. But the Japanese Military Authority started to become very in-
terested in the Russo-Turkish Wars that were repeating since the 16th Century. Gradually,
their interest evoked deeper and broader interest in Turks in all of Japanese society.

Unfortunately, there are almost no documents remaining that show how much the Rus-
so-Turkish Wars were covered in education in the Military Academy and the Naval Academy.
But some official documents suggest that some students of both academies were interested
in the Russo-Turkish Wars at an early stage. Military commanders in the Meiji Era were in-
terested in the Ottoman Empire as an enemy of Russia. They sent the military observers to
the Russo-Turkish War (1877-78). They published articles about the war in their official
bulletin as a limited edition among the Military Authority.

Public education at the compulsory elementary schools which began in 1872 was also
deeply interested the Russo-Turkish Wars. In addition, after the Sino-Japanese War (1894-
95), detailed studies about the Russo-Turkish Wars began at some universities.

Newspapers and magazines published about the Russo-Turkish War (1877-78) during and
after the war, as one of current affairs. At the same time, some scholars and writers also
published books about the Russo-Turkish Wars.

In this way, Japanese society deepened its awareness of Turks and the Ottoman Empire

during the Meiji Era (1868-1912).
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