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Inoue Enryou’s early childhood educational philosophy and the dawn of
Keihoku Kindergarten

KAKUTO Chizuko, TAKAHASHI Naomi

[1] Enryou Inoue insisted that a moral education which was based on Kyouiku-chokugo could be a significant
factor in early childhood education, and he believed that providing moral education to childhood would be more

efficient than it starting with teenagers.

[2] In 1905, it was planned that Keihoku Kindergarten would be a model as a Japanese national kindergarten,
because it was thought that a model of a kindergarten which was attached to a girls’ higher normal school
seemed to be very American. Yet, it could be difficult to launch it, because under the circumstances of the first
kindergarten being established in Japan in 1877, almost all kindergartens in Japan were fully occupied on
upbringing which was based on the school’s doctrine of that age. That is why establishing the Japanese national
kindergarten which was idealized by Enryou Inoue was impossible to realize at Keihoku Kindergarten in that

cra.

When Keihoku Kindergarten was launched as a business, two kindergarten teachers were working there. Both
teachers belonged to a Frobel club which was under the influence of the girls’ higher normal school. It can be
presumed that the chief teacher Tomiko Hayashi was a participant in the girls” higher normal school, and these
two teachers were familiar with that school’s attached kindergarten’s upbringing system and education, thus,
around 1905, Keihoku Kindergarten could enable pupils to provide a high level of early childhood education,

compared with other kindergartens.

[3] Inoue had an opinion which was that to help poor children, temples should be effectively used and
generalized as kindergartens. This idea was thought up when he did overseas inspection; he experienced
that countries were dotted with a lot of churches here and there, and these were good for providing a moral
education. Even though kindergartens were only aimed for educating wealthg children in this era, he tried to

educate not only wealthy children but also poor children.
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