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HM5R6 : REDVZ7> v 7EEDFT L

H# : BPI Yearbook 2014 p.22
(Source: Official Charts Company)
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The Influence of BBC Proms on the Music Business and Customer Development

OKI Yuko

Abstract

This paper investigates the influence of “BBC Proms,” the summer music festival in London, on the music
business and customer development. The Proms came into existence in 1895 with the purpose of encouraging
a culture of music. A series of concerts, with low priced tickets, were held that allowed promenading, drinking,
and eating during the concerts. This attracted a number of people to these concerts and helped to popularize
classical music amidst the general public. After the concert series became affiliated to the BBC, the concert
series changed its name to BBC Proms. Subsequently, BBC Proms has helped to create a huge base of music
lovers and has introduced a number of contemporary composers. Over time, BBC Proms evolved as an
international music festival. In the face of a global decline in the popularity of classical music, the significance
of BBC Proms has increased. Since its inception, BBC Proms has helped to popularize classical music over
generations. However, there are very few studies that have been done on BBC Proms in Japan. This study
analyses the success of BBC Proms, the effect of BBC Proms on the music industry over the years, and the

public role of BBC in facilitating the success of the BBC Proms.

Keywords: Music festival, public, classical music, customer development
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