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Appropriate practice in Early Childhood Education to Help
Children Develop Key Competencies

TAKAYAMA Shizuko

Abstract

Key competencies are indicators that have been researched and developed by the DESECO project of OECD.
Key competencies refer to attributes that lead an individual to success and participation in activities regardless
of their background, including nationality and culture, etc. Key competencies have been organized into three
categories: using tools interactively, interacting in heterogeneous groups, and acting autonomously. This study
argues for methods of early childhood education that take the key competencies point of view. “Autonomy”,

“diversity” and “creativity” are the key words that lack in “National Curriculum Standards for Kindergartens”.

Key Word: Early childhood education, Learning outcome, Appropriate Practice
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