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The current status and issues of the preschool education and the day nursery in Okuma-Town

SUZUKI Takayuki, ODA Tomoaki

Abstract

Main aim of this paper is to review reopening process of Okuma-Town kindergarten and Day nursery. We
conducted interview surveys with the preschool teachers and Child care professionals in order to find out the
role they played.

It highlighted several problems concerning the reconstruction of the child care for infants or toddlers of
refugee. It became clear that, through the progression from the primary refuge to the third refuge, kindergarten
teacher, the childcare person struggled to support a child and family while adapting new circumstances by
change their roles.

In addition, there are some issues where preschool education and the childcare of Okuma-Town is
experiencing which are the difficulty for the children to establish identity as Okuma town citizen while living in

Aizuwakamatsu-City as well as discrimination towards refuge children.

Keywords: preschool education, kindergarten, day nursery, Okuma-Town, 2011 Tohoku earthquake, tsunami,

and nuclear disaster
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