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A Study on Comprehensive Support to All Children in Elementary School
—The Future of ‘School Counseling by Teachers’ in Japan—

NAKAHARA Yoshie, TOMARU Keiko

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the status of present comprehensive support programs in elementary school,
and find a desirable form of counseling system in school, which play diversified roles in a community and the
problems thereof, from the viewpoint of coordinating both family and children’s welfare and education.

Firstly, the activities of School Counselors (SC) and the School Social Workers (SSW) as specialists in
Japan were reviewed. Secondly, the outline of the system of SC and the comprehensive support system in Hong
Kong was given. Thirdly, the history of independently developed ‘school counseling by teachers’ in Japan, and
the child policies adopted, were reviewed. Three main problems emerged for further consideration. For instance,
teachers are supporting pupils and their families with their various problems in elementary school and intervene
if necessary. However, problems appear not properly dealt with the present handling system. Also, in order to
effectively exercise team support, it seems necessary to guarantee the presence (or membership?) of a school
counseling coordinator, with adequate knowledge and skills of counseling and social work, in the team. Finally,
for an elementary school to cover the role of advocate for children, it is necessary for individual teachers to
improve their awareness and ability to support the pupils’ development in cooperation with the experts and those
concerned.

Through the review and studies above, the direction of ‘school counseling by teachers’ in Japanese elementary
school has been investigated, and it appeared important for teachers to more positively cooperate as a team, with

SC, SSW, health care and welfare experts in the area.

Keyword: School Counseling by Teachers, SC, SSW, The School Counseling Coordinator, Child Poverty,

Advocate for children
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