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[Abstract]

The Future of Radio Broadcasting in the Multi-media Age

Naoko OTANI
Makoto YAMASHITA

Since radio broadcasting service was started in 1925 and television broadcasting service
was started in 1953, both of them have constituted the broadcast media in Japan. Compared
to the beginning of radio and television broadcasting, the number of broadcasters has in-
creased, and the services have diversified. In March 2012, all analog broadcasting of terres-
trial television ceased and digitization of terrestrial television was realized throughout the
country. As for the television, BS broadcasting, CS broadcasting, and terrestrial broadcasting
were all digitized. Besides broadcasting, use of the services of data communication and Elec-
tronic Program Guide (EPG) has spread. Now, in 2013, the appearance and the spread of the
next-generation satellite broadcasting system, such as 4K/8K (Super Hi-Vision) and smart
TV, become a hot topic.

On the other hand, along with the spread of the Internet and digitization of media in the
2000s, Internet radio without radio waves has appeared. In addition, the start of multimedia
broadcasting for mobile devices, using vacant frequencies, is expected. Although people be-
gan to appreciate the value of radio broadcasting at the time of disasters, they are moving
away from it. Furthermore, realization of the multimedia broadcasting for mobile devices
also faces a rough passage. This paper attempts to grasp the present condition of radio

broadcasting and examines its future as well.
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