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[Abstract]

Self-disclosure in SNS and the Privacy Paradox

Shunji MIKAMI

In recent years, as the rapid diffusion of SNS, huge amount of personal information has
been distributed in society, resulting in many cases of privacy infringement. Although gener-
al privacy concerns are high, disclosures of personal information on SNS are increasing,
which is currently known as “ privacy paradox”. In this study, the author conducted a survey
to university students and testified the privacy paradox hypothesis. The result shows that the
privacy concerns can be measured in a one-dimensional scale and that the privacy concerns
were stronger in women than in men. Those who take care of their privacy are more likely to
take protective action to other’s privacy than those less take protective actions. There were
no significant relations between privacy concerns and self-disclosure on SNS, which sug-
gests the existence of privacy paradox. While those who had high privacy concerns tended
to take privacy protective actions in their daily life, which are contradictory to privacy para-
dox hypothesis. In sum, this study showed no consistent phenomenon of privacy paradox.
There may be a lot of factors for determining the privacy paradox. Therefore, future research

is needed, expanding sample subjects and including multiple factors in the analysis.
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