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Exotic melody sounds in the court of the Tang Dynasty: Four-way Music

WANG Yuan

This paper intends to explore the Four-way Music, part of the Chinese Tang Dynasty court
music.

The Four-way Music was song, music and dance in the four areas surrounding the central
plain in China-barbarian countries in the north, south, east and west and it can be pointed out
that there was an intention to show off philosophy of “morality” and “happiness” and national
prestige behind the background that the Four-way Music was introduced as court music.

The result of the analysis based on the descriptions in Tongdian and others makes it possible
to come to the following conclusions:

First, it is difficult to say that eastern and northern barbarian music played the central role
during the Tang Dynasty.

Second, It can be thought that all five western barbarian music became part of 10 musical
categories in the Tang Dynasty and held a leading position in multiple musical categories at that
time.

Third, Southern barbarian music includes two kinds of songs and dances associated with
Buddhism and modified to that of the central plain and what entered Nine and Ten musical
categories was Indian music associated with Buddhism. The court kept a remarkably tight rein

in southern barbarian music.

Keywords : Tang Dynasty, court music, Yan Music, Four-way Music, entertainment history
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