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On “Chi no hate shijo no toki (Supreme Time at the End of the Earth)”
: Changing Roles of “Parent,” “Child,” and “Narrator”

HAYAKAWA Yoshie

Previous research on the work written by Kenji Nakagami investigated the status of the
narrator Mon and changing descriptions of Ryuzo Hamamura. This study examines these two
issues with reference to “Kishi: kinokuni, nenokuni monogatari (Kishii: A Tale of the Country of
Trees and Roots), in which Nagami developed his argument on stories or novels, serial open
lectures titled “Hirakareta Yutakana Bungaku (Open and Rich Literature)” and “Mongatari no
Keifu (Genealogy of Stories)”.

Using the idea of Marebito (visiting Kami) proposed by Shinobu Orikuchi to support his
argument, Nagami defined the triadic concepts, which consist of the “parent” who owns a story,
the narrator and the “child” whose story is told by the narrator, and devised a method of telling a
story by changing roles of the three. It can be said that “Supreme Time at the End of the Earth”
was used as a testing ground for developing this narrative method and Nakagami tried to create
a new style of novel through the work.

The findings from the analysis of the work through this narrative theory reveal that in
contrary to the generally-accepted notion that Mon plays the role of narrator, Mon does not fit into
the “narrator” of the triadic concepts as defined by Nakagami and rather she plays a role of
offering alternative interpretations to a “story”. The characters in the work ultimately reject
interpretations and give up the role of the “narrator”, which suggests between the lines that there

are no more secrets than what is told in the work.

Keywords : Kenji Nakagami, “Chi no hate shijo no toki (Supreme Time at the End of the Earth)”,

Narrator, Shinobu Orikuchi, Marebito (visiting Kami)
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