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Abstract:

The writings and activities of Inoue Enryou were consistent with
enlightenment activities, specifically the popularization of philosophy and
Buddhism. However, upon closer examination of how Inoue’s writings and
activities developed, it becomes clear that the core of his activities shifted from
simply promoting philosophy to social practice (his “Morality Church[Shushin
Kyokai]” and then later the “Society for the Spread of Civic Morality(Kokumin
Doutoku Hukyu Kyokai) ” [1912]). Here his activities also became more
concrete, or rather more de-centric. It is believed that this was because the
methods for realizing his initial intentions when establishing the Tetsugakukan
Philosophy Academy gradually changed based on later experiences. This paper
examines the significance that the Morality Church’s activities held for Inoue
Enryo, with a particular focus on the planned establishment of the Morality
Church in 1902 (and later Society for the Spread of Civic Morality) to organize
his idea of social practice, and the church’s subsequent development.

By reason that Enryo advocated the popularization and practice of philosophy,
he established Tetsugakukan in 1887 for people neglected outside imperial
university . But he came to preach independence of the mind of people,
independence of Japan by having a certain sense of impending crisis through
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traveling abroad later. He recognized the meaning of “independence” in a
language(Japanese), history, religion. So he named “Nihonsyugi (HA3:#)”
developing Japanese heritage and added it to a purpose of the education of
Tetsugakukan. For him absolutely it involved the Buddhism mainly.
Shushinkyoukai activity in itself is not a voluntary action of the Buddhist
society and is not surely apparent how the problem of the personal interiority as
the main premise of the religion in modern times is placed in this activity. And
further, in general, at that time the Buddhist society took posture to cooperate
national policy positively and emphasized the Imperial Rescript on Education
didn’t contradict the Buddhism , even if limited when Enryo had begun to put
effort into Shushinkyokai activity. In this sense, Shushinkyokai (activity)
couldn’t help but to remain unknown in the movement of the other Buddhist

activities.
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