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Abstract:

In this study, while highlighting the similarities between Inoue Enry5(1858-1919) and
Minakata Kumagusu(1867-1941), I will present the "mystery" as a philosophical
method guided by joy towards knowledge. After providing an overview of the concept
of the "mystery" found in Enryd's Lectures on Mystery Studies T#KIE*#i#F%, (1893
1894), I will show how it is carried over into his late-life philosophical work entitled
New Proposal in Philosophy T “£%1%25  (1909). Then, I will focus on Kumagusu's
letters to Dogi Horyi written during his period of seclusion in Nachi A% and con-
sider his discussion of the "mystery" found therein.

I focused on Inoue Enryd and Minakata Kumagusu's concepts of the "mystery,"
considering how they are inseparable from these two figures’ understandings of the
universe (the phenomenal world) and the joy that led their inquiry into it. In New
Proposal in Philosophy, Enryd matures the "front" and "back" worldview conceived in
his elucidation of the issue of the "soul" found in Lectures on Mystery Studies. He
explains how in the phenomenal world seen from the "front," the essences of the
"mind" seen from the outside and of "matter" seen from the inside are in a mutually
inclusive relationship, just like how eyes and heaven / earth mutually include each other.

Furthermore, he calls the spectacle of the back view the "mystery." This is the suchness
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that is the source from which matter and mind appear. Since there is no time or space in
it, it includes all of matter and mind, and it can be seen that the universe is one great
projector slide. This is not an object-based knowledge inquiry. It is an objectless
knowledge and therefore very direct. Because of this, it also brings joy to life. In the
case of Kumagusu, he expressed the interrelated nature of phenomena in Minakata
mandala A. This mandala is the sphere completely permeated by "incidents," the
interrelating of "matter" and "mind." It is a "mystery" structure that includes even
"reason” as intuitive knowledge. However, in the case of Minakata mandala B, which is
from the perspective of a timeless and spaceless Dainichi, we find a structural
elucidation of how the universe is created as well as how we, who contain Dainichi
(which is part of this universe), lead our daily lives. As I discussed earlier, it expresses a
complicated modality that, while being part of Dainichi, includes a progression from
the interrelationship of "matter" and "mind" to "coincidences" and "arising." Minakata
mandala A is a human perspective limited by time and space, while Minakata Mandala
B is Dainichi's perspective that is not restricted by them. Thus, they can be seen as
respectively corresponding to Enryd's "front" and "back." In other words, while the
Minakata mandala A is the state of the phenomenal world that includes Dainichi (in that
it reflects Dainichi as part of Dainichi), the Minakata mandala B expresses from
Dainichi's perspective the state of the phenomenal world that is completely included in
Dainichi. These two can be seen as mutually including each other.

(Keyword: Inoue Enryd, Minakata Kumagusu, Mystery, Minakata Mandala)
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