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A Theory on Osamu Dazai’s School girl :
Erased Shizu Ariake’s narration

SEKINE, Junko

The novel, Schoolgirl, by Osamu Dazai is a female monologue novel, and his second
work after the novel Lantern. The diary of Shizu Ariake, which is the original material of
the novel, used to be undisclosed. However, Michiko Tsushima, who had been keeping the
diary, deposited it with the Museum of Modern Literature of Aomori Prefecture. By the
consent of the people concerned, the diary was reprinted and released in 2000. Schoolgir!
was almost a recomposition of Shizu's diary, with the exception of three episodes; at the
beginning, at the end, and in the middle parts.

Shizo’s diary covers more than three months from April 30 to August 8, 1938. Shizu's
passion for reading is just amazing.

Considering the difference between her diary and Schoolgirl, 1 realize that Shizu reads
as social needs, which develops her critical spirit. However, the heroine of Schoolgirl does
not attempt to obtain the social knowledge through reading, and there is no description
about Soldiers Alive by Tatsuzo Ishikawa which Shizu has criticized. It seems that this
part has been deleted by Dazai. Also, Schoolgirl's disgust for a mature woman is different
from the contents of the diary. To suppose these differences come from Dazai's male point
of view, the evaluation of traditional Dazai literature does not change. Rather, I think that
a significant feature of this text is indicated in the nature of Dazai's attachment to a

premature girl.
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