at D FIRRINE %5

at D EIRFHRYE 22

MHEREREN P RS TR ARERHNR
NG 1!%

0. IFUBHIC

AFIEHER LEFOFENGHZEH L TL. 2OV ICHEED A U T 2 HiE R at O
MEEza7 - I—=v70 [pH] LwIMEEHEALT, B2 [H] L) o0MEoLL
TR Ly —/NINT I o i E R RRNCHIIT 52 L2 B—0HNET 5, N
BB R D BRI SURIC D D TEK - R L T DT, ZoIEHEED &
DERZERLE LTREL TV ONT, FHEILIEVWSETLE2DTHA I,

a7 - I—=UJE WRICEASINBVERTSH S, LoT, Wk LNV
BUIFABERIZBWTH, 37 - I—= VT EZOFEOMMEEZ HIMBEHE LTEMNEDOT
5

LR R & Fh il T 2 R EIC [HER=ZFMVE] h %, e b Lo TH
RAPFEEZBGT LRSS 2 H OB X, [HiEH =4, @il/VE] ERBESILTrLED
CVBHVDFADTzo72b D2 HalFZZH TS HARFEFBIHLELZVEZ Y =0 h 55
FHEAXTHL0T, B - BEPHELNTHS o Vol T EIENIH L T, HAFRIC
[HIE ] 7 ORBEFATHLMEAIFET 572010, ZIPOLDORLETEZELLTNDLD
Mo FIE R OB HFOREE S A3, el & K LT X ) DR wERI, Bhad) e niE i) o Hic
BIE 3 2 FL AR A TZIREET, ARG L TWA 720 TH A ). HiEAZ Db O % B 2 )50
TR L, LOBHICIZEDORTEFIEE L. EOXAFIIZEDOMEAID L DL, Wik
FREZOT OB LFT S LIk o TWh, EEFRICEBIT 5P k0 #EERE %
WTAHB L, HIEEFEFAIGEINSEHEROHE, €L THEEEZEDTL4HENS
6HBEDRNTH S, BHEBYTIE, RFPZHE T 5720 GEOHME H 5 MRS
JEE LT, 3 - GREORMEEZ O 72T 5, TE WP )AL E V) b
DBRPETHA9o

HHEIRE T 2 Wili 2 FEBDAGERE LTHICOT 5 LAV IR E % 5 135S 23k b
WHEHTESDLARLVTHS ). LA L, BEEEEPEERICTE L LRV EIRMET 22 &
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G EICHEETH 5. B HLWEOHEN [N THHRL LI TELD, K=t
DOHROBY X ZHHTEX L NIV W] LiEoTW22s, ZUdE 212, BERHBFOWE X
FRWIZEWVWYTTWAR EEDbLNRA,

1. & - EE EEBEGEEORS
AFITIE, FEFEMGERE A X B IEGE: - EFICBIT 4 at Ot 2R L. MERID
RO TV T EIZL2v,

OED® at DIHH ORI D X9 Rtk Aid %

At is used to denote relations of so many kinds, and some of these so remote from its

primary local sense, that a classification of its uses is very difficult.

AN [ ] OBRDPH Y ET, 2206 3T IERHEOTRIIREL72D7205, at O
HEZ BT 2 DDBNEZ O TV LHETFBZIHh5SFITWDL L) 12005,

WHEEOFHE#H L L FHONH0EDORMR % 2 2 CHIHICHER L THB <, at DFRFFILBERE -
BEH %2 O TAIHB IZHOF SN TV S5, #amib RO & ) Rtk 235 %o

The arrangement of the senses here adopted is:—I. Local position. II. Practical contact,
engagement, occupation, condition, etc. III. Position in a series or graduated scale, rate,
price, etc. IV. Time, order, consequence, cause, object. V. In other adverbial phrases. VI.

With the infinitive mood. VII. Followed by other prepositions.

=BT TRELTOIEER L SHL T 5, . MOREARYZFERF O in % on L[
CXHC M) OoB®RY S5, —FH RN AECTEBRICER 2720, EEL L
720 HHRRERBT LB, TOFRELHTE LTRIATVWLIEBTH L, ZFHITE
FEFLBELXHEOME LTHEH#T S, CNFLROOERILOLIRNHETH S,
FHIIHICHET 2D 0% ZHICEHRLTEZ L INT L HIRMHETH 5, HFHOERIT
at CHEDHEANUTA T4 AL ELTHHLTwE, AFHOHBIIBUGEECIIBEM L
o TwWh, at ICHFEOAELRERTHLDDTH S, REOELFEHD D DT at about &
Vo o ZEFTEF OB ESF L TW 5,

[{ U Oxford:RDFEHTH APODIIRTIZ, 2ED LX) LFERICHFHIN TV A, BBREE
WOIXZEMICB T ARER E RIS T 2R — IR TnwbE2ATH L, T I T
bEELEM ST FHOEREIIH S POINT Th b, iz —HBEUISHMEL Tw 5
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X0y, ZOEOERE—MMMITH - T, M THVODZ WFEZ L CTHBEOENIE 2 5 A5,
MG TE L LD TH S, 7272, ®ILED POD BB H WA %L 5 TWADT 7
MIET G ERTH L) OH DM, BEIHTH 5,

POD®at Dk
1 location, arrival, or time. 2 a value, rate, or point on a scale. 3 a state or condition. 4

direction towards. 5 the means by which something is done

T2, 500 B X Z1204EH OSweet (1891:139) Tid, i SARD BRI DO W THEMKRY
B #B L OHERE L, 2200 %Y S HIIERER O & v ) BIRILER % &
T&LFLHDTNL,

Thomson, A.J. & A.V. Martinet (1986) I HARAD 72D DFLFEETIZ R WA, HENG
MBS O RBDOWEE S, S HIZHEFAOHENITIT ORI ML T b,

The student has two main problems with preposition. He has to know (a) whether in any
construction a preposition is required or not, and (b) which preposition to use when one

is required.

E 512 Leech (1989 :53) Tid. UTDLHIC at 122D FREZED TS LD H 5.
BIAVGICHIR SN, ZORICKBIVRENTWAS, Zhid, BIZRZ WIS T,
LY EAEHT, KVAMEIRRT VoI, HEFHRTHY, WA F2HEERILZ 5200
[T ] A%, 2o ZLid, in % on DR ZLRETE TR CUILBO KO IRA 7]
Thbo HEFFELZFICEEE LT, HAFHFICOILMIZALN DL S DEA, T AMAMM %
RHT BB, MEFIFRE L T2 E X DIRBEFT L0 L v BRICES Wz AkE
HETH 5D,

At is a common preposition with two main meaning. A indicates a position in space; and

at indicates a point in time.

KDOX D iRy (B 2 (3] TRV TTWwb, LI, A% 77—Thb,

At is also used for other points of time, or “Stages” of the day.

E.g. at the moment, at lunch time, at midday
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ARTIE M RE T 225 ROFEICH AT 2HLO|KRIZ, 7)) A AR -8 —
(EAR24RE R HAL O HAHZAH S § 2 R O X E) D) 20T, HiE L on AVER S NZ 9 7225,
BFEICIE at PEREN TV D, EERFEEEOEETEZD TN FEEE L Tl-o T
HDFEEERNL DOTH 5o

NOTE: Exceptions are uses where at refers to a period of time. Here «f is similar to
DURING.
E.g. (i) at + time: At that time we live in Lagos.

(ii) at + special times of the year: at Christmas, at the New Year, at Easter.

(Here the period can be more than one day.)

2. ZHEICEEY B5E

BT, IO Emehbo BROREDIHF ZHEEIZAN, L VEFZTH S ZEHICH
J5 M) OFRPOEREZKDLILEIZT b,

7o Z2E HFAEHOEMEFRO live O HRLHIRERHO L] LWHBHEZRLEZ
DOBIZXOHIZ, “live in” BEHINTVBLDONKRETHAH. €9 LT, [y 74 Rl
WFE] T [HRIFVEBIXFORIEATHE | OEFELRIIZ My sister is now living at
my aunt’s (house) [with my aunt]. £ W) BILEIRRL TV 5, LA L. EDOHST live D
ETHIZOVWTER L TWB LT T, BiER at [IZOWTERD BV, 22 TR, ARRa—
INADBIL % SAEA L U ClbaEBH live &R T ZRIEFICHLTEIFERLEDO TV
&Y %,

i (1) & (2) ZHHOWROR/NELITHSL [FH] FTERLTVEDT at Al
HENTWD, FEHAPIRSINTHIZ [EY 4] 723 Tid on L7425, at 13FE W) (LE
ZOHDORIERTAHDN on WD ICHELTWEEZTT, @) ZDODDOTIE RV [FHERIC in
SHEGDA XA =T OMPOHANEZIRL, F=T7 0% E LTHRHT HDT, F =7 DH
FERONMZBIRL, 7 =T ORHZDO DD ERTHIT TV TOYTEERT 5 at, in,
onk W) FHIIIFFBEHROFLEHEH TS 21X, b X ) L (tense) &4 (aspect) % i
FITHE - TVBOLFE LAY 2L LT b EBb b, ZO X9 ZI0EORME S FiE i oH
BEELELENERY, REMICIIHRLICHFEEIBDNDL LR bDES ),

(1) *“And you live at' number twenty-seven Bacon Road in Bow, East London. ”

(Archer Jeffrey, A Prisoner of Birth)

(2) “Listen to me,” he demanded in a loud whisper, " and listen good. We know you're
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at D FIRRINE %5

married and you live at 1161 Forrest Drive. (Grisham John, A Time to Kill)

(3) “I used to live on Clarence Street,” said Nick.

(Alexander McCall Smith, Unbearable Lightness of Scones)

(4) “Are you married or do you live in Kenya? " (Michael Crichton, Congo)

SHICHHFEREFICE A H BB IT, NS RGITICIE at 2V, RELLPTICIE in %
v, ZOHRBOKRE ST on ) Lo Bk E L2 2R L TWE72T0b0h
Hho THERD LD % 200 %RT inf) DHFHH G % Point Reyes StationlZ 2 { Hi &
Fid at R on 125D TR RV L, FFEIFHNFHFHEIIZRZAATLEIDTH b,

(5) “And you live in Point Reyes Station in Marin County?”
(Philip K. Dick, Confessions of a Crap Artist)

Thomson, A.J. & A.V. Martinet (1986) OFBHIZH A XL H 12, [HAM] w5 EXhdL LA
[Coi] Evol: (6) ORBFJLITIE, ATHo TTTHRVDOH L W) W IHEMARA
TRTONRD AN THA) o [EFKTH] @ define & [HIR$ S : limit] 2 [RboES :
finish] 25HFETH L. 2F D 2N EZNPHNOEGZU Y 3T L L TH D, AT ER
L7223 ) THhoTd, TORXY Y 2HFEIZZ: > TV 2T UL, ZOEFRIE T IITFREE L
BNDTH 5,

(6) But a small area such as a square, a street, a room, a field might be used with at

when we mean “at this point” rather than “inside”.

at the sea/ river/ lake ect. means “near/ beside the sea.” But at sea means “on a ship”.

(Thomson, A.J. & A.V. Martinet (1986:98))

(6) THRENT “at the sea” DFHBIZONWT, DEZSOTMRATHEL I LT 5, sea
VZBRAE % R 5 i il & A1 2 BB 72 2 BIRD ¥ 0 il lc§ 2 00 X o TR R %2 % .
9, WADVEBRTE Wi, BARMICIZEER? O& D ERATOE D i w
) IERRAS, FSITTERZZ A4 A=V EWERFH DT, at sea EEBIND, LI (7)
OFIL TR L OREAL TV E, ZHUCH LT, BRPRHETE DL 1%, HER
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VBHORIIZH A Z T, HEHRILVEERT S, 2F ) HERRICELELHOMRTH S,
(8) TlIEMTHLZ EVHETX B,

(7) We listened to the weather report, and it gave an important warning to all ships
at sea or by the coast. It said they must run to safety as soon as they could.’

(Enid Blyton, Famous Five 19)

(8) 1 suppose she is waiting at the sea now while Papa gets tickets.

(Gregory Boyington, Baa Baa Black Sheep)

(7) @ at sea OFFULEFEIER T 2D 02w A. b L IEIHEHICZED L) 2H

BARELTVWDLILZERT 5, MiEH at OHMNFETH S sea KL UEHTH 5 &5
LU, 2Rt enziETid v, L L at [SEERT 27202 EIRTY
2\, anyDEMRD free choice &V o 72EEDHETDH v, WHEMEDO R TIZ 7R { BIFEMR
DETH L2056 Thb, Lo T, at sea DFFIIEFEHD some LRI L), fEHEOAE
HFRL, ZOERHK LG EMHELZHBFIEIER LT RWEHTH L, T2 2O X9 LR
(Z at 2 ORETIEZ L RHIRPIRER 2 &0 ath) L OBRTRET ZHETH %,

Quirk et al (1985:673) IZHBW T, HIEFHOERIIZEMRFEIZBIT 5 N ENOBRR.
EPICERERFENZ &L DMORZEERT ELTWD, atz Eakick L TE X, at the
bus stop. at the North Pole = LT at the end of the road & W) Bl ZZEIFTn5, 59 F
TH2L, BEMRTHB LRV RIS E LTHEAEES, A AMPHETH [ 5]
ELTEL TV REGAREZETTHS ) o

CORUFZESCEBETHY, 2L 2E=2 -T2 D L) L RWETH > THHIR
B CHIX Eo—H Rz B, €Iz &R C 50303 7% <, #HivmKe 7 —F €
O GPS DYFTHEMEFAFNCEZ L ZENMKLDOTH L, (9) OFIXOLH I, HFEIZ
AL Bz R a—a =7 3FEET 53T %<, BEE=Z2a—3—270
R HF o720, === DRES7DT2D0TH 5,

(9) It was handed in yesterday at New York. (Dorothy L. Sayers, Clouds of
Witness)

ERFICEEDPEINTOT, BB ARNLE) X 2 RIBEEEHOL L. €ORE LY

oMW in BERSIND, THREMDPLELENSTH L, PONZEREDP T TIEZ% <,
Z O HEEN TV T BPOFEZ /R TREIFOY 6. KD 2R TERDP 2, H
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at D FIRRINE %5

WCH E o S 72 DRI S/ RS L e B 72012 at DEEHWEEE 42 5,
Quirk et al. (1985:676) TIZHIKIEV/RT T L A X2 /R LTWh,

(10) Note the following difference between at and in:

' {at Oxford. [She’s a student at Oxford University.]
e's
in Oxford. [She’s staying, etc in the city of Oxford.J’

%% in OMRPHEITHTRHEEINTVLOPRBIHTH S, DF DIRETIE AR R H)
B - EBZBERL TV 2D T, COBE - IHEIIEZRMILEE 25T b, —H, at D
OB 2 &0 2 3R % ER L Tw T, &)éch’EJO)V\]f’tﬁW*&w')Eﬁﬁ %<, 72
ZEZICWLO0EMEICT 572012 N % ERT 5 at 2169 275,

HARDHIEFMZETIE. /A (1964 0 98) IZBWT, at DJEFEE [At 13H S D DD
THHMERL, ZOMME L TOLFTZOLO FREELETH L, THIIH LT in
X [H2DOONFHIZ] LVWIHIETHL0H, TOFOEIPIMNET AL ERI/RLTW
51 EBRTWE,

BARMIZIE, He is in the house.lZEAIROF DO EZNITHFAEL TV HEKRTH ), He is
at the house \IEDHFAEDRK DGR E SN 21T T, MMOFHHRITIR L TInienwZ ki
ho DFD AFEDODH N HIESURS EHRFEHIYFRIC I > TR AFh T2 &I2h %,

HEPLEEND &, PSR ZT, HRICEDS ERECHR D, ANHDREERD» S HIZD
72T THAH, TNA, at & in O WPIFICEELR O 2 BN EELI LIk b, 72
LBHUOEIENBLE L ZOMHENS 2D, REEKL, FHEHRES D v & 5%
IMEDIEINC D D . BRI R E S 2TV ETIET 22 LIk 5,

INSEFEMTLHPEZ 20/ THI ). (11) OPILTIEZI I TEAL, MIrx#lzs
EV) R ZRY over & at EOIEBIRIVRBITH 0 72721, I THEENLE
OIE, HEESH L LD at AT EILEEMNTERVEV) T ETH D, kT2
A% here & DILEBBRDWMRETH 5, MERILFHEZEN D) HLDOTIE R, [H] &LT
BT 20 PORFEIZ» P> THEDTH L, F72. FlE in 2D TVWLHHIL (12)
T, RIZWDED, WRVOPEWIHETH) . RONPWNDPPEELERE %5,

(11) The Bensons came down to the shore early this summer and Jackie is over at

the house all the time. (J. D. Salinger, A Boy in France)

(12) She put herself in his place, and realised what it would be to him if he were in
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the house at such a time. (A. Conan Doyle, A Duet)

II2=—3a VORERELRFEEIMTICE > TOMifED 2 ERORMETH 5, GHH I
BIMEH>THHVnDD, TONFIZL> TEREBZEZ T DTH S, HFED
FELACWBIRET, HOZ RO T 502 nis, il Sl A R 2 me 25, 20
BREC. AT IVOHRPNPDREREL LD, DEORALD Y 7V —DMEDIFARHET, Th
BAERTVOR, 2FVBEELZHIITH Y. AT VOEYEZGPSTHE LA, —idd
TBRICTNAEZ LR b, 720 BDFIZEA, AL OOFNIIE atv KE LD DOH]

Zidin Evotk o, HALKREEOEVWTRAEAOEVSTBNHPATE 2N L2
o TWAIHBITHA ),

(13) You will have to wait in the cab at the hotel, while I go and get some money.

(Pelham Grenville Wodehouse, A Damsel in Distress )

(14) OFFNLZ, FATRT, [FT7VOf ) 2R3 L7372 512U S T 5 IR7E
TORHTHE, FTNVICRIEDEEL S TWEDT, AT ADPLHONLEL Lo TWh,
DF YA, SO VPEFHRI TV S,

(14) ..it was obvious that many people had been stranded in the hotel overnight and

had ended up sleeping in the lounge or the bar.
(Jeffrey Archer, A Quiver Full of Arrows )

iKY outside TH B A5, TNV FIHRLL7202% (15) DFEBITH L, KTV
DHEPLNZERD LA XA =T TG EIATHA ). HIWHNRMEOMER SIX, at
the hotel TH EZVDS, [l 233 % & outside the hotel & at the hotel 1357 %
bDOTH 5%,

(15) The six Mercedes drew up outside the hotel and the colonel guided his charge
through the swing doors and past reception.

(Jeffrey Archer, A Quiver Full of Arrows )

WIZHTATRIC L o TR SN2, SO R MEEZ AR S 2/8A L, BT L Tw
{ 2 &I29 5, Herskovits (1986:128) (ZIRD X 9 S H 5,
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at D FIRRINE %5

(16) Note that one will not say Joe is at the bush if Joe is lying next to the bush:....

DFD Vg —PEADTETVS L XIZ, Joe is at the bush& IZFEX VO TH 5, Hifk
PR LT EDL at ICHERLERERDZEPHELL Rb, DF D EHORETIR, &
CWEHAEDNTIERL, EIWXEDE) BRETH 200 L o il ERIAEERZ DO
L b,

BTy BRY 2 IS WBISE (17) ZRTHI I,

(17) *? The freeway is at the lake. (Herskovits (1986:129))

The freeway (&, PEICIZARTH 225, AWM OHITE 2 5 & ZDUG 1 & #% 5% [lREIZ
Bk CTERVWEI B [ER] LKL L7012, at 12X ) [#] & LTo the lake & HFTHIC
FH—MTE%RWDT, The freeway DALE DT & L THEBEIMIGIC T2 TWEDTH b,
L2l (18) O#tgEix, mift s %25 the freeway 25 & L CORM TR, HEL TR
BNTWh, TNDUEIZR LD, AN E > TRY LNBERElERTE LLETH
%o Herskovits (1986:138) OELIZL B L, MY D LIzE T 5 (crosspath) & DR
%2 EE). T3 ERL, [H] LB INT, MESTLEE[EMEDITSND
DODGIIN K L2 L1k b,

(18) The gas station is at the freeway.

COX) R ATE LTRSS NAHET, EELHEWIMNLTwE L X RZITS
Nb. PlziE, ko (19 »5 (21) @ surface X ARTEFADRINRTH S, (19) 1. [Z
LIS, WOKIIZIZMEAZAA LY B EL72] W) bIFErE, KB)ELT
DEALELEIELE 2D FERIBEY O on FERENTWD, ZIUSH LT at BERSTW
Z SONRIEH T R S LT S 20 BT OBy S, 2o [Hif] 2 [Kil &w
IHEEBEIILTWA Y=Y Thb, 200 BRIMHYDOY =0T (21) BF¥ALEVTDY
— 2 THhhb,

(19) Here and there on the surface of the lake were pure white water lilies.

(Robin Cook, Chromosome 6 )

(20) The digging got easier after a while. The ground was hardest at the surface,

where the sun had baked a crust about eight inches deep. (Louis Sachar, Holes )
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(21) Panic swept over me like an ocean tide. I searched through the fogged mask for
my diving partner. Where was she when I needed her? Finally, I spotted her
swimming up at the surface, near the boat.

(R. L. Stine, Goosebumps — Deep Trouble)
DICHIRRWEB 2N L L 9o TLXR=F DO L) IIBEIRELRYE,. #idhikF -7
ZoOREE [ LBHELTWEDOTat ERENL, —T. (24) OXHINESLTFEIZZ

BlCh b Voo k) BB L WL 2 KT YE1E on EIENLDTH 5.

(22) When they arrived at the third floor, they walked silently down the corridor and

went into Room 315. (Sidney Sheldon, Nothing Lasts Forever)

(23) There was a soft electronic bleep, and the door slid open at the third floor.
(Michael Crichton, Congo)

(24) He ran down the corridor and up the stone steps to a small room on the second
floor that he had booked earlier that morning.
(Archer Jeffrey, A Prisoner of Birth)

SXFEAREHOFHET, WiiE at. in Z LT on OEROFEE % R FKI O] & 41 &

Bl Z 7275, S TREDLIEHRBARAALT, BRELTNIH, INH 3DOOHER TH
Kl aZ Kb L) 2DId at 227 TH 5B, FED D in & on IZLFrOEBTHEHI NS L w
ARTTHY, BT bDERDLTDLIITIEIAR V. 2F0., HEEFHTOREEZ, £/
DN Z DI D] 7280 THBHEICHEMLTWE0O0E2] ZHEIZLTWS
DThHb, $72, at a7 + I—= 7 Ths [ 1T BFLOER [H] TEkw
72902, ZORON, DF ) EPMEN ZEREBEICIAETLI LR, b IEEhR
ZOLOTIZ R L, ARRILEFE. 2% ) BFENRNZEROURTHERINL LDTH
o O EE—PITOME - HRLTITT ),

(25) There were people of all ages in the pool, men and women, boys and girls.

(Bukowski Charles, Ham on Rye)

(25) IFEBEBLBT =V TRV T VLG TH Lo ZD/ZDIIZEDB) BUFEE %> T
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572012, HARbLTatTIEI LR AERE LTO in 258U 2 aiE & 2 5.

(26) “How old are they?”
“Seven and ten. They're great kids. You'll see them here at the pool.

(Danielle Steel, Heartbeat)

[ SIZEDO LAY | 1T TERBR DR TTDT—VTROLERNMTSH L] &
W) G T here EDRDPEEL 2o T %o HobTREL, Tobe DX Y HlkELY;
FOERTH Lo T—VOIRD Y ITEHREMEMETH D, TOANLLEEITRRLDOHN
A HME o Tnd,

(27) Everyone at the beach was screaming and running, and the men sounded like

women. (Joseph Heller, Catch-22 )

(28) He lay down on the beach, gasping.
(Alexander McCall Smith, Unbearable Lightness of Scones)

27) & TE=FIEADDIEAALRUD, Eo Tz, ZORLHITLD L) HFEICHC
A7) LIRS N, L TE—FEEELZE—F TV Z L TIER <,
E—FDF &I [ L] I2WEDIITH S, MizbbHEICEE ST YA (28) DL iC
HIERIE on &7 5,

(29) X [HDBRPETHL2D L 92, HRIFHHETRELF-VWAEZRESL RIFT
Wizl L WIBEDOLTH BHH ZOWA FREIZHIEE B X N2 RIS SR, 8]
MR O, B 7200 [ Rt 2572012, WPz REL D AMoniEsH s L
TERENDL, S50, STTEEMLELZDIR. ZOFENFBHOTEIRSRVEV) I &
Tl AV, BEBIETIMETEVE ) & IR0 & BN 5 OFGE 2 513, B
WTWE PPN THRAS I A, “at” ODFEHANEETH 5. Brild. NREOME DT % 221
WEWIHOTERL, HMEFORELIIRLLDHBEDENTTH S I L i ERT 555
Thbo

(29) She was hefting the big flat stone at the lake as if the water were an enemy.
(Richard Morgan, Altered Carbon)

(30) ® (B1) DIHITFRR ML EHRIET 258D at ¥EHIN D, T
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W EOFAET 2MOLGHT L ORI ORNILTH ), ZBho, I THERMMEL LT AL F
—ZHP TR CTHLHOT (1] THDH at PBIREND, T2, BWHTOLFIIEE FIC
Lo TIHIEWMDEHZ, EZICV200HMIEICE D, 2F D, at O E XA 2 H K
ERLEDT SN LT LAINFE DY THE NS BIFR 2 L S8 5 & & & AR 2 b Ak
ELTHETHIDTH S,

(30) She was a student at the university, or at least on and off she was.

(Cornwell Patricia, Point of Origin)

(31) .. I was twenty years old and an honors student at the university.

(Joyce Carol Oates, I'll Take You There)

EZAD (32) DRI TEEE %5 T, a0ttt & N O M5 20k b § 2 4
BT, TOX) BEROM T, RFEEVHMROPTIAELLRERZ 7202, &
TDOBEENFHEEDLFTAIBATITHFI LTV BBIETH S, @idh EDOHIRD Z L LD’
HELE o TWAHEDT, at TRE%L n LN TVEDTH %,

(32) “In the cat world that's to be expected,” Nakata said. “But in the human world if

you can't read or write you're considered dumb. Nakata's father-he passed away
a long time ago-was a famous professor in a university.

(Murakami Haruki, Kafka on the Shore)

B RANBBE I PITHAET RN, BEAEZ MW TWE00 b at DEHT
IKAOLNDE DTHE, T, ElPEP L, AN L7y —AThb, I T,
look at % aim at ® X 9 % HEF]Tld % < MWE)E THEH S WLEDF— KN TH 5 HiETE
BEHEDO TN Z LT B FA ¥ MIMUBHAOMEF S LI TH Y, > F 0 BB
ASHMFE I LTl B £ 72 13RI, S SIS EL 5 2 2 DHBNIEL TS
TEThb, £D L) RIBFEBF at Habed 5 L MWBFAHEFMLL T, FEBO [

PERILL, EFESEAGITTEIZRI LTV ANIZENINSZ), SHICHIEL: at OFER
WHETHAH [ HWEHR] PHisfb LT, BEilk2THIES at O HIYEEIZI2 ) 2 &1274h 5%, (33)
OEFNIMBFATHEA SN TVWEOT, BRLTHFICY MR TH L, ZHUIF LT
(34) OFEBNE, ERTO he tried to kil me D& 2 AL HHETEX L X I, FLEIh
S7ehIF T, TLTROPITTHMBLIZEE > TWb, ZOHPHZITTD, HFOERIIA
WCER L TR, BdGh L e ok e Tt 2 E LB TH 5o
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(33) Glen Belsnor said, “I shot him. Before he could kill me.”
(Philip K. Dick , A Maze of Death)

(34) 1 think he wanted to kill me. In fact, he tried to kill me. He shot at me!
(Robin Cook, Coma)

(35) OBl ZMIEL & o2 REIE, BiEMIZLARSOREME RSO T, BIEHD
at bR T VD, HHPAZIRTEL DIFEFERR 212 o TWAEHEITH 5,

(35) Riker held the document at arm’s length to read the small print.
(Carol O'Connell , Dead Famous aka The Jury Must Die)

(36) DFICIE, WHIOKFOFIHIZ at IR SNHEHEBTH 5, [3RFHELE
DB THITICELZLEDTELREDH L N EBMATZ] L) BETHSHH, 3K AL
THelF] L) Rz, AEEFAICL->T [0EFEFE ] OBRZABILTWDE, 2D
DLFLINUDPI7uoBErHE [H] ELTHBRTELDOTH S,

(36) In fact, she hated everyone who had the opportunity to sleep more than three
hours at a stretch, . (Nicholas Sparks, The Wedding)

(37) oI LIZ. at hand T [FO—F LMD . LT [F2MI 138 < &Pz
(BHr2B)] 2V EROWENPSLAA NI —ThH b, SHICUELEFHD hand H3¥ T eaE
DREIZ > TWAHDH, BERNE TlE A I MR VHBEN LN > TWE72DOTH
5o

(37) A week passed quickly, and the day before the revolution was at hand

(Dean Koontz, The Dark Symphony)

f##7 &1 % They are at it again. (CRIGHMEZR %) $/2%R-5TW5) &) HfITH
T BEHTH S, it ZZFORWORETHEIER W THLEERLTWT, FHLHEHICL -
ELRLTOLGPALFELZERL TS, WHOWBLOFIZL DD FEELTWRE LD
it Thb, (38) IZBEBHEHICETN TS again N EH TRV X, BT A5 XRTDH
Lo ) EHEINTWLHEHTH A, again 2R L TV LD K LISHT 2 ARE74 E23E
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BENBGEDNL D, BREL VAR, S LS 2 S # o T 2 BIRkZ XD
L. (39) @& 912% <132 £b RGN <o

(38) He was at it again, giving me one of the “street smart” lectures he had given me

numerous times in the past. (Cornwell Patricia, Body of Evidence)

(39) By late Wednesday afternoon the section chief, whose name was Will, and Marino

and I had been at it for hours. (Cornwell Patricia, Body of Evidence)

BT, RERBEOBLTHL, 4 F) AHEDatlZHEY L LTORTHE L, TAY A
HED to BEHAZD S DRI TIEE 2 RCFELEZERT 20 TH S, A ¥ AHEOITA
RRICHEADPEINTZY, fREEEL)T2b0L, ZOBMZEHRT L7 AV 7B
CIIFHEOWZTTOENTHLEFA L),

(40) “Open your books to page nine,” Danny said, hoping he sounded like Nick.
(Archer Jeffrey, A Prisoner Of Birth)

(41) “Right,” said Ron as they both opened their books at pages five and six.
(J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban)

3. BFICRET 55

AHEITIX, BZERBTS at OHEIZOWTELT S, Quirk et al. (1985) 12Xk 5 (1) @
ZEREFOETO 2L, Bz BANICELTHEFOMENA Y 77— LTREZEDLT
FBCHR L7223 DEEZEZTHENZRWTHA ) HAFETD [ LD [HREZ] 1E
2Rt DT, €528 (Ao &3 (Vo Tl T5] OFERTH S, WHIC
BED R [HE] e85 2 LidHkRvds, BIZRZA2MHHROE 7 ITHIZ T, BIZRZ %
WHRZRBIL TWwa, BO%w [ ZHAT, HATITEELLIAN [H] L%k b,
ZD72OIZKERIE, at PRSI N TWEDTH %,

(1) Time position: at, on, in, by
At, on and in as prepositions of “time position” are to some extent parallel to the

same items as positive prepositions of position,... (Quirk et al. (1985: (687))

NMILOIZ] OmBITIIR L7z Leech (1989) TidBINFHIHEE L THFb/zd D25, Quirk
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et al. (1985:688) Tli¥ (2) OHHDO LA T4 2k hoTnid, EH5ICH X at
ZOYLDONRELROMBPOLNENTVLEDOTH S, &2 ORBHZIERHIE. HrRd5I1EsY
ARARA =AY =, Vo eFfiTho THHZDLDTERNWEZATH A ), 24KHH
FLOWEH E2HMN 51X on 2MEDNLDEN, [EDIRH D] LvioZz 14E365HDHIT
DOIEZFRRT H72012, at BB IEIN/- b D LG IN S,

(2) At is used for points of time (chiefly clock-time[l]) and also, idiomatically, for
holiday periods [2]:
at ten o'clock, at 6.30 p.m., at noon [1]

at weekend <BrE; but in AmE : on the weekend> at Christmas, at Easter [2]

Quirk et al. (1985:688) TH AT DF KiZdH 555, at night & in the night DV Z /N
(1970:233) T, in London % at London & KT 2EEICHMLBRTWE, F 7,
OED%5IH L T in the night 1ZF#%6FF2 5B Hi6FFE TTH Y. at night 1ZTFH6EED 5
FHIORE £ T & 512 at night & in the morning O XX T&H V. in the night & in the
daytime O RHIZ% 5 Z &2/ LTW5b,

Lo LibEERI LI, AEFAO at & in OEWICHEZAITS 2L THD, [F] Lw
9 2R OHIg % night ICERILL TWA D75, in the night 27854, ZNE BIEFEELILAD
D& % night =2 OB, BEIEEORNE LTRATWS 251 XHMz EikL 2wt
WE D at night £ 72 %, & 512 in the night DS L in the daytime DR D &5 5 OE LG
ICZEDRFIEL TV D DD L W) BRI E EEF D 5 < AT E KRR TE 5 X9 7 the
night ZOPDENL EZLZONG LA, D722, in the night & at night O X ) IZHIZ
(2] OFEROMI, [HD BF%v) 9 BiZ] &vo7z within the night DFERS 1T
CBDTHb, BARMLHILEZZTL S, £, (3) IHEEL LTE W at night OFILT
bHho HPHZ DT, 7272 [H] LVIRHZIRL TV AT THA

(3) Even at night, the jungle was warm and humid.

(Christopher Golden, King Kong)

2 LT, in the night OFIIE [H—E—K ] E2E0H 5T, ROZEALH] & W
M OFN E Vo 2D ZER & LTl L a0 EB Lo Tnh,

(4) By next morning, however, the snow that had begun in the night had turned into

a blizzard so thick that the last Herbology lesson of the term was canceled:
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(J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets)

(4) OFEFME THPIHITFBEICEYD B LZF] O X9 IZERBI® by next morning & @i
BT, 2D —EEMOUNHPERSINLGHTHASA ) ST, ROFHFEZHTHLI,

(5) If Renn sometimes woke in the night from dreams of eagle owls and tokoroths,

she soon went back to sleep. (Michelle Paver, Oath Breaker)

(DY 3IIX/R b au 2P THITRAHIMEMRE 2L LTH, AR 1220w/
LWV BEZA, BEEE LD HoTHLT, TORIEETLE) £\ in the
night QTS & in the daytime DO HFOZFAROMEH & Bk L2 RBLL 72> T b0 RO
"OBIE, HE TR, HHOEP) DH LR L LTRAZL LT, MOFD Lih
o7z W) MO E R Z &N RS,

(6) There was not a sound in the night. (D. H. Lawrence, Collected Short Stories)

4. HWRHRITH 2 HRES]

KEE, LEHFZEZEA T4 A 2R0HEHAFI L) 2 E T, at OFERPHE S NELR)
BREIN TV ODD at EENLWITOVT, FIOHF TOMLEEA L TR LR
HIznEEH, TITIEH WHOLZEARHE WO TVE D% DT, BOOHIL
I RTHERZ N5 2 8127 %o

T3 HAFEICD 2> Tw5b at random 26TV 2 &2 %, PODIIMRIC X % &
random & |& “done, happening without a deliberate order, purpose, or choice” & EF 3L
A T3, FEOFEIZHEM.LTHT, BRED 2 Zo—bm—md, m& LTkl
TWA 72D at Z#IRT LI EIT4h D,

(1) Amory threw his coat and hat on the floor, loosened his collar, and took a Wells
novel at random from the shelf.  (F. Scott Fitzgerald, This Side of Paradise)
(Z—FVZRIZT— P EEFZRITET, #E2ROTHOHEMD HEHIZY =)V XD/
3% —FITH - 72)

D XX, at work & in work DEROAEBZFEE L 72V T3 at work 1JEFEWIHIITE

(BT alb) IZERZMTTWEZ LT, THEER] R [fEHLTWSE] v ER
175 FRICH LT, in work ERITES] in 12X > T [88] O A—IUMT, HFHr1rH
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PP E V) HVAETND, (3) OBFILPH 505 L) IR ENTHhLRELE
FAEFITH TV D L) BIRT, ZOBR, FhHE) 22 F o TV ARTIE RV,

(2) Elizabeth had been at work in the city when she heard the explosion and looked

out of her window to see the flames belching from the World Trade Center.
(Jeffrey Archer, A Prison Diary )
(Z)HFRZAG =2 —F =7 THFEPIBEEEZR S, PL—FEry sy =25 RPH TS
DN HG DI OB S FZ72)

(3) “But Cartwright doesn't have a criminal record, he's been in work since the day

he left school, and he was about to get married to his long-term girlfriend who

just happens to be pregnant.” (Archer Jeffrey, A Prisoner of Birth)

(L2ALA—=bFI A4 MZEHERHE WL, FREB TR 51T - ERISKRS T T, kv

CEFEEOTVAAT— VT LY NIE 72T HIRL T T, ZOANE ESITHBET S L
ZAHRES720TY)

RIE—LDOHFIZT 287 MZ2200 at AR L TWAHITH S, T3 at will IZLRIC
ARLT [BwoF Fio, HHIC] OoFKRE 250720, ZhEEEUAACEET T2 L
BHRVDENS, FHRWICHGOEEDORIE>TRELEL I LR L, €L Z D, leisure
FHEFER RSB SN ) LB TH S DT, at I2&->T, T4/ 5% HlZ e
THLI LI D, ST, FEEHO and (2 X > THEMMEZ M E L TER I N at will
EDERNEBOBARTH %,

(4) The mind is not a book, to be opened at will and examined at leisure.
(J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix )
(MEARTIE LRV, BT FICHINLBDTHD, ol DEBKRENLELDOTHSH)

(5) @ atlarge 2% 2% LT, 21 %3 large DIRAEL 1 small &) FeWEEpHICHL &
EHOLNTIETWE, MERIEWVIREIZWAE L W) 2 ETh b, EiEIIBEITELZLDLDT,
—WE —BR WO T 4 VAO—a7, —I TR, EXhOMEIHFEL. ZOHE
7% LARGE (IEFRICIEVY) 72012, JGEE LT [ dicwsd, Hll - k& LTo

£ BWRDSURIZIE CCRRIMASW R E %2 5 D TH %

(5) The invaders had penetrated the Centre itself and were now at large somewhere

— 223 —



in this very building. (Greg Cox, The Eugenics Wars, Vol. 2)
(ZORABELHIIPRZEEZERL, WERTIWLZZIOBEYOEINHEILTICWVS
D7)

SRIOFELZTEEL LTHALZARB I — 32 B X £ 6000755 TR SN TN T, ZOH
T at liberty to @7 L—XZ7TRIMH L 720 S HIZZEDH HbOGIHIIHELTHHA I N Tn»
%o MEMMERBLE FTIIVDRWA, BEDOPTHIEFNLIEILFL LI, &B. liberty
FEREIN TV RWIRE, MRS TV RIRELRDO T, ZORTH S 2DOHM 25D I
BTV ETHb,

(6) Iam not at liberty to disclose. (Jeffrey Archer, A Twist in the Tale)
(BTPICRBITERANVE)

(7) @ at bat OEBIOKRA ¥ MITTHELAFO bat BEDHEFII R > TWDHEIATH 5,

MUZTEE go to bed DEBLERFNIZE ) 5 I hAHIGALPSHEA TEFDOLEFAD SEH I
BMINLHFELERTHI L % b, BERKIIBWT NNy FEMHT 2 OE5F Cldze < W8
THAHDT, ZIXEREEPLTVIRPDOILEERT S, Lo THBETOREKLE LS
DT b,

(7) Then we were at bat in the bottom of the 7th. (Bukowski Charles, Ham On Rye)
(2ol &, #ESIFCHEOLRE R 72)

COEHITEBHEHESDLDNRTVDELDTH->TH, at ®aA7 - I—=v 7o [H] %
HUDMCERBINICE 2 TANE, MR IBT 5 HER O ERN 2P0 S5 4 U2 B
2o THKRLZD D TH L LHBITEX 5,

5. BhYIC

AFNIREEFI SRR - CEHICBIT 2 at OFKROWVORESLZ I FiF7e, F724¢
EPS|EINTVS at AT - I—=V 7 THbH [ 2F#H»0ic, BHERELT
WP STz at & & O BYEA)RRIE M) 2 5D T at OEKRE EFHEFEH TV X

HCHWERMT SHXFREPHMLTVDLEBRVRAATVS [H] DA A=Y D at
%] DA A=V in 2T ET, XY T8 L MMakor, 0%
Wl DA A=V LM BEONE, HREI—SAHSHFL 2R L, FEiFHIC at DFERIC
WTERERD Iz, ikl AR - FREOFE, FHEOBIEH~OERHML,
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BB Y7 =%y PANOPDFCAAZMEFICAN TS DT, —ROIFFEFEHE~NDF
BIEDEZBICANTVWDELDTHH 5D,

1 BIZHOTHFIETXTEZRICLLERTH 5,
2 etc in the city of Oxford®FELIZBWT etc DEICE Y F FALWORELO T ETH 5,
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A semantic study of the preposition at

KIUCHI, Osamu

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the meaning of af, making skillful use of “a point”
as a core meaning which is a basic tenet of the preposition af. This paper attempts to
indicate defects in aspects of meanings of af in the English dictionaries and reference books
on English usage and to make the reader grasp the meaning of at which phrasal prepositions
and prepositional verbs take, with the help of “a point”. It is very tough to understand the
idea of “a point” without the idea of “a container” just like the core meaning of iz So we
claim that the reader should understand a contrastive relationship between PoiNT and

CoNTAINER in order to understand perfectly well the meaning of at.
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