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Abstract -

As a young man, INOUE Enryo J P first looked to Confucianism and Christianity
in his search for truth. Then, at Tokyo University he studied Western Philosophy with
FENOLLOSA and Buddhism with HARA Tanzan (L. He finally found truth in
philosophy and Buddhism. In particular it was in Hegel's position of the non-duality of
the Relative and the Absolute where he discovered the ultimate truth and realized that
the same position existed in the thought of Tendai K# and Kegon i Buddhism.
Later, when only 29 years old, he founded an educational institution called the
"Philosophy Academy" # ““ffi. He wanted to increase the intellect of his fellow
countrymen and women through philosophical education in order to strengthen the
country. Philosophy was for INOUE Enry6 the base discpline, which systematizes all
other discplines, it is the science that searches for the principles and laws of all things,
that directs the human mind to an all-encompassing ideal and that, above all, is also the
basis for the cultivation of virtue.

Later, INOUE Enry® realised that the ultimate position in philosophy is to be assiduously
active in the real world. He strongly advocated activism and proclaimed: "Activity is
heaven's principle, courage its will, struggle its commandment." Further, he held that
there has to be an Upward Gate and a Downward Gate in philosophy. After finding
truth, truth must then be applied in the real world. He taught that working assiduously
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for the happiness of the people and the betterment of the society, is the essence of
philosophy. For INOUE Enryo the Downward Gate is the aim of philosophy and the
Upward Gate is its means. I think this point is a topic worthy of our reflection.
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