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Special Issue on Volunteer Activities of University Students
Introduction

Susumu NEJIMA

This special issue on Volunteer Activities of University Students is comprised of three papers. The
first paper “Toyo University Student Volunteer Center’s Activities in Kesennuma, Miyagi Prefecture”
is written by Susumu Nejima. Nejima describes TUSVC’s various activities from March 2011 to up to
March 2013. His paper sheds light on problems and achievements of student volunteers.

Atsushi Kawasumi writes on “Challenge of Bridge’s Volunteer Activities in Kuribayashi Temporary
Housing Estate, Kamaishi.” Bridge is another Toyo University student organization, and their purpose
is to build sustainable exchanges between the affected people and the stakeholders concerned with
disaster reconstruction.

The third paper is “The Progress of Production and Sales Project for Fair Trade Coffee in Lao PDR”
by Arihiro Minoo. Fair Trade Drip Pack Project was established in 2011 in order to promote fair trade
to the Japanese university students by producing and selling coffee which is imported from Lao PDR.
Minoo focuses on the activities of “the study tour” that the members visit the coffee farming area of
Laos, through the descriptions of the participants’ experiences.

The three authors point out the important issues for sustainable student activities through

observations and interviews.
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Book Review

Iwaki
By Yoshinori NATSUI and others, 2012, Aizu-wakamatsu: Rekishishunjyusya,
156 pages.
Japanese title: Iwaki

Susumu NEJIMA *

This book is from Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture. If you are outside Japan, you may not know the
current situation in Iwaki. The 311 Quake and tsunami deprived of more than 400 lives, and nearly 8,000
houses were destroyed in the city. In addition, Iwaki has accepted as many as 23,000 evacuees from
no-entry zone around the Fukushima No.1 nuclear power plant. Even in Japan, we have less and less
news about the affected areas of the 311 disasters. How are they doing now?

This book demonstrates Iwaki people’s resilience to disasters. In collaboration with dozens of
organizations, local writers make commentary on such diverse topics as natural history, medieval
history, folk art, modern art, literature, places of historic interest and new attraction, and of course,
local dishes.

This book was originally planned to record the long history and people’s life in Iwaki, before the
3/11 disaster occurred. Though the editing operation was suspended due to the disaster, editors and
writers carried out their original purpose. The contents remain as of 2010 in order to avoid being
another disaster book.

They are successful in the attempt. This is the first class cultural guide book for Iwaki. Keeping
this book with me, I really want to visit Sedogaro, a narrow gorge with a stream running through it. I
want to see Shishimai or folk dance with a lion’s mask. And I want to enjoy a good concert at Iwaki
Performing Arts Center Alios. My son’s choice is Iwaki ammonite center. He is interested with animals
and plants of past geological periods, and Iwaki is full of materials of paleontology!

Iwaki is also known as a place of art and literature. This city has a free atmosphere, and people
have never hesitated to introduce new art movements. At the same time, they are eager to preserve folk
tradition such as Jangara, a kind of Buddhist incantation using chanting, drumbeating, and dancing.

The local writers’ confident way of writing demonstrates love for their hometown. After reading

this book, one must be convinced that their confidence is well founded.

* WP RS EI RS e~ © Faculty of Regional Development Studies, Toyo University
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