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Verification of Income Inequalities Based on Gini Coefficients and Income
Distributions

By Takahiro SUZUKI, Kazutoshi TANABE

The characteristics of income inequalities in 71 countries in the world from 1990 to 2009 were
analyzed on the basis of the available Gini coefficients and income distribution data. Most European
countries belong to the low inequality group, and the inequalities of northern European countries
are higher than those of eastern European countries. Most Asian countries belong to the middle
inequality group, and the Gini coefficients of many countries belonging to this group show drastic
changes over time. Southern and northern American countries belong to the high inequality group.
The Gini coefficients of 71 countries show high correlation with their GDP per capita, governance
strengths, and life expectancy, but no correlation with happiness indices.

keyword: Income Inequality, Income Distribution, Gini Index, GDP, Life expectancy, Happiness
Index

Business Strategy of Peanut Processors amid Globalization of the Economy:
Niche Markets for Domestic Produce Processing, Retailing Businesses and
Their Survival Strategies

By Naoto NOJIMA

This research studied the peanut food processing industry which is one of the industries that has
been undergoing a change in the business environment due to globalization of the economy while
they have achieved industrial unclear for local specialty food. I will discuss ways and challenges
for building a diverse and vibrant local industry by making use of its product features. The peanut
processing industry has two types of markets: nation-wide markets for production in consumption
areas based on primarily imported raw materials; and local markets for local production based on
domestically grown food materials. For food processing industries in consumption areas, it is
reported that major manufacturers have established a strong international specialization network
(small manufacturers exploited it in 1970’s). As their overseas strategy amid decreased stability in
raw procurement due to the constant change in world food supply and demand, and amid
increasingly fierce competition with imported processed foods, a number of small manufacturers
have improved quality of their domestically processed food. They have also implemented
differentiating strategies such as developing products for confectionery markets, while selling
imported processed products wholesale to deal with changes in demand. On the other hand,
processing industries in local food production areas have differentiated products using materials
unique to local varieties to form niche markets maintaining high prices. In a peanut producing area
in Kanagawa Prefecture, where Japan's first peanut farm was born, products are differentiated by
maintaining traditional production methods, which is an example of a survival strategy for
protecting small niche markets.

keyword: change in world food supply and demand, peanut products, local food industry, niche
market
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Proliferation of IC Cards Utilizing Electronic Money for Transport to
Rural Japanese Cities and Remote Islands :
Current State and Issues

By Masamichi HORI

This paper has been derived from two background issues. The first is that in many rural cities
public transport modes, such as railways, have seen their transport market shares decline sharply.
This fall is primarily due to competition from other transportation modes, such as roads. The second
issue is that nowadays the use of both IC Cards and Electronic Money has increased in Japan, even
in rural cities.

Using the case of Shikoku-district in Japan, this paper has four aims, which are, firstly, to focus
on the impact of the mechanism of seamless connection between public transportation like railway,
buses, taxis and island sea routes through proliferation of IC Cards. Secondly, it aims to address the
impact and potential of “IC Cards” that utilize the function of “Electronic Money” in public
transport. Thirdly, this paper aims to analyze the functions and roles of IC Cards with Electronic
Money.

Lastly, it will look at the strategic business development of the payment systems for railway
companies that use IC Cards with attention to tourism promotion and infrastructure management.

keyword: IC Card, Electronic Money, Rural City, Remote Island, Seamless Connectivity in Public
Transport

Generalization of the Potential Utility Model :
Applications for Problems That are Officious or Deceptive.
By Ryohei MATSUMURA

Abstract: By reconsidering foundational theories of the Potential Utility Model, which was
developed by the authors, this paper aims to explain acts and phenomena that are so-called
“officious” or “deceptive” through the application of mathematical expressions and specific examples.
In the past, research using this model posited that the utility of principals (subjects with complete
information, such as an authority, etc.) was the utility of agents (subjects with incomplete
information, such as a citizens) itself. However, this paper did not apply the above-noted
hypothesis, instead it made assumptions regarding the egocentric utility function of the principal
itself, much like with ordinal agency problems, and enabled us to mathematically express officious
and deceptive. Officious is a state in which not only the agent itself but also the principal is
misinterpreting the potential utility function of the agent. When the agent itself does not recognize
the potential function but the principal understands this and inculcates the agent with incorrect
information it is Deceptive. Even though these facts use a general function type their mathematical
expression is the marginal contribution of this paper.

keyword: Potential Utility, Awareness, Officious, Deceptive, Mathematical Model
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A Study on the Effects of Overseas Family Travel on Children :
Based on a Questionnaire to Travelers
By Masami MORISHITA

In studies conducted by Morishita (2011), it was found that people who have many family travel
experiences have high levels of satisfaction for related to their intention. Within this group those
families that travel overseas have especially high level of satisfaction.

This paper examines the effect of overseas family travel on children, based on a questionnaire to
family travelers.

The results demonstrate that children who travel have levels of higher motivation and are exposed
to multifaceted learning through family travel experiences.

keyword: Overseas family travel, Interest of children, Growth change, Motivation for learning,
Multifaceted learning

On the Blended Sentencing System in the American Juvenile Justice System
By Kazutoshi IMADE

A little more than a century has passed after the American Juvenile Justice System was founded.

However, introduction and expansion of “Transfer System” in many states exemplifies the current
trend away from the Juvenile Justice System principle of parens patriae.

Taking the middle ground, the “Blended Sentencing” system, which allows juvenile courts
jurisdictions to impose the sentence of both a juvenile, and an adult on juvenile offenders, has been
introduced in about 20 states since around the beginning of the 1990s.

Although there are an affirmative or critical views on the sentencing system, it can be one
important counter to “dual thinking” (Rehabilitation or Punishment) which forms the basis of the
American Juvenile Justice System.

keyword: Juvenile Justice, Juvenile Court, Transfer System, Blended Sentencing, Jury Court

A Study of the Cost Structure in Japanese Water Supply Services
By Haruo NAKAMURA

There are a number of suppliers and businesses for water supply services in Japan. Furthermore,
management scale of the water supply and population vary, too. Environmental factors such as a
kind of a river source and the acquisition condition, the topography and the population density of
the water supply district are also large, too.

In addition, in this it is analysis I considered the factor and cost structure because the difference
of the water rate is about 10 times.

As a result, network density caused by the fee structure that reflects difference in demand for
scale factors such as water supply population or the water supply, life style or city structure, the
population density in the water supply district influenced it and what a big difference produced in a
rate for housework.

keyword: water supply services, the difference of the water rate, cost structure, environmental factor,
efficiency
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Trends and Issues in Household Kitchen Garbage Recycling Policy
By Yoshiyuki NOBUSAWA

This paper deals with a system to assist in the purchase of garbage disposal unites to be used as
a program to support the efforts of the residents of recycling kitchen garbage. One further aim is to
clarify the issues of systems and equipment. In addition, I will discuss programs to overcome the
challenges of recycling kitchen garbage. I analyzed the trend of purchase subsidies of garbage
disposal units from a survey of Tokyo and six prefectures in Kanto.

keyword: Household Kitchen Garbage, Recycling, Garbage Disposal Unit, Subsidization Scheme,
Local Governments

Anti-Nuclear Initiative in Local Government and the Possibility of Direct
Democracy :
From Ordinance of Local Referendum in Kubokawa-Town to Deliberative

Polling and Tokyo Metropolitan Referendum on Nuclear Energy.
By Yasuhiro HAMADA

Initiative in local government is one of the direct democratic procedures in Japan.

We remark on Anti-nuclear initiatives in local government after the Fukushima-daiichi-nuclear
plant incident. The aim of this article is to study a few anti-nuclear initiatives as one effective
procedure of direct democracy.

keyword: Local government, Direct-democracy, Initiative, Anti-nuclear-movements, Tokyo Metropolitan
referendum on nuclear energy

Partnership among Corporations, Non-Profit Organizations and International
Organizations through BOP Business :
Centering for the Implementation of Social Innovation in the Developing
Countries

By Akiko Matsuyuki, Terumasa Matsuyuki

Until about the year 2000, corporations in the world mostly targeted markets in the developed
countries. Corporations did not take markets in the developing or emerging countries seriously
because consumers in those countries did not have purchasing power for goods and services and
also because they did not have well-equipped infrastructure such as roads, water and electricity. The
view that BOP (base of the economic pyramid) business can provide promising new markets for
contemporary corporations originates from the study of management strategies of corporations. In
this article, we examine cases of innovation from this viewpoint and we conduct an empirical study
on the resolution of the problem of poverty in developing countries by partnership among corporations,
non-profit organizations, and international organizations through BOP business

keyword: BOP Business, Social Enterprise, Charitable Business Model, Appropriate Technology,
Partnership in the Double Structure
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Legal Issues of Same-Sex Marriage in the United States
By Kazuko IKEYA

Today, same-sex marriage becomes a legal reality in the United States. Six states have already
legalized same-sex marriage through legislation or court ruling. On the other hand, many States (38)
have adopted prohibitions of same-sex marriage. The intellectual debate over same-sex marriage in
American law has been a thirty-year conversation. What is Marriage? What are the problems of
legalizing same-sex marriage? This article reviews the arguments for same-sex marriage in the view
of marriage as a social institution.

keyword: Same-Sex Marriage, law, family, America, the Public Interest

Improve Accessibility of Ebook with Voice Over
By Sho YAMAGUCHI

Traditionally, for people with visual impairment, it has been necessary for them to use braille or
voice over.

But, with increasing accessibility of the Ebook with functions that include of characters and voice
over enable people with visual impairment to utilize the Ebook without assistance for them. And,
voice over helps not only people with impairment but also the unimpaired Ebooks provide opportunity
for reading and extends the publishing market.

In this paper, I will focus on the technology, institutions and markets that underlie the reading
environment for people with visual impairment, organize an agenda, then consider the possibilities
of various measures necessary for improvement of the reading environment for people with visual
impairment and expand the reading environment.

keyword: Ebook, Accessibility, Voice over, Text to speech, Visual disabilities

The Functions of Japanese Executives without Stock Holdings
By Kiichi KAGEYAMA

I will try to introduce and to explain the expected functions of managers as the representatives of
the employees of corporations without stock-holdings in Japan since 1950. They tried efforts in
raising the abilities of employees at routine work in corporations and gives many advantages to the
suppliers and the dealers of the corporations. Their aims consist of the harmonization of improvements
in the living standards of workers and raising the abilities of employees with the business systems
and efficiency in corporations.

However, the positions and influential powers of the managers without stock holdings gradually
decreased in accordance with economic stagnation and the increasing power of capitalists of foreign
countries.

This paper explains the past performances of two great managers in Japan, namely, Eiichi Shibusawa
and Toshio Doko.

keyword: Japanese management, Managers without stock holdings, Lifetime employment, Seniority
system, Trade union within corporations
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National Strategy in the Info-Communication Policy until the Smart Phone
Era
By Tetsuji KIYOHARA

At present, it is the “smart phone era” in the info-communication field. The other way Tokyo Sky
Tree as a radio wave tower was constructed and opened to us this year in our country, Our national
strategic policy in this field has been apt to shade; because we are covered with, every day, the
names of those companies such as Docomo, au, Softbank, Apple etc, and there equipment developments,
sales, managements.

However, we can't make light of national strategic policy in the info-communication. We can see
the reason of its importance through national policy from 1880 to 1941.

keyword: Smart phone, National strategy in info-communication, Radio communications, Electron tube,
Tokyo Sky Tree

Municipal Solid Waste Reduction Policy in Dalian City
By Asumi OZAWA

The disposal system of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) in Dalian City turned from a landfill type
into an incineration model. I will discuss and present the conditions and problems of MSW in the
city and proposed measures for the improvement of the disposal system. MSW increases with the
advancement of urbanization and improvement of the citizen's living standard in Dalian City, and it
faces a restriction of landfill capacity. In this report two countermeasures have been proposed. One
is to introduce a two-step-recycling policy and the other is to adopt a volume-based PAYT system,
respectively.

keyword: Dalian City, Waste incineration plant, waste reduction, recycling, pay-as-you-throw (PAYT)

The Present Situations and Problems of Local Radio after the Great East
Japan Earthquake :
A Case Study of “FM TAIHAKU".

By Masaya TERADA

This paper aims to report the problems and the present situations of Local Radio after the Great
East Japan Earthquake. This research’s object is concerned with one of the local radio broadcasting
companies in SENDAI city called “FM TAIHAKU”".

“FM TAIHAKU” faced, mainly, three troubles after the last disaster. First, “FM TAIHAKU”’s
broadcasting was stopped by a power failure because it did not make preparations. Second, it
couldn’t organize a unit of radio personalities for emergency broadcasting. Third, the city hall didn't
provide valuable pieces of information for the victims.

At the present time, “FM TAIHAKU” has attempted to solve the above problems. First, the station
has begun organizing regular meetings with personalities and officers. Second, startes a new program
for trying to make a connection with the city hall and other broadcasting companies in SENDAI
city.

As “FM TAIHAKU"'s “philosophy” is voluntary participation, it's problem solving is increasing
volunteer awareness.

keyword: Local Radio, The Great East Japan Earthquake, Volunteer, Voluntaristic, Participation
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