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School Health Education’s Effect on Public Health in Thakua pa, Thailand
Eiko KANEDA, Atsushi KAWASUMI

After the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami, the Baan Mankong Program
(BMP) for secure housing assisted in Thailand's recovery process, with many other
countries supporting the program. BMP’s development work had an important influ-
ence on the state of public health within Thai communities following the disaster.

This study clarifies BMP’s contribution to reconstruction efforts and examine
those efforts’ impact on public health. Specifically, we assess public health impacts
through local school health education programs. To do this, we conducted surveys in
two separate communities in Namkhen Village, which is located in Thailand’'s Thakua
pa province.

The survey items asked about people’s relationship to BMP as well as their family's
composition, background, and economic and social status. We also surveyed the com-
munities’ public health situation and created community maps. The first community
study area was Ruam suk tawee sup (BMP 1; forty-nine households), and the second
was Mittra parb pattana (BMP 2 ; fifty-six households) .

We analyzed the relationship between the surrounding community and the effect
of school health education through the school age children who live in the communi-
ties.

As the result, we found that there are many commonalities in both communities’
development processes. Although BMP 2 maintained more environmental aspects

compare to BMP 1 , the effect is not due to school-based health education.

Key words: school health education, community development, Thailand
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