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From Sangaku to Bugaku: In the Light of Handing Down of Performing Arts

WANG Yuan

This thesis examines "Ranryo-o" and "Bato," which have been handed down as Sangaku, a part
of court banquet music in the Tang Dynasty of China, and as Bugaku, a part of Gagaku, after
being introduced into Japan.

In the Tang Dynasty of China, "Ranryo-o" and "Bato" were performed as court banquet music.
They were entertaining and pleasurable music and dance with narrativity, differed from ancient
music for ritual.

On the other hand, "Ranryo-o" and "Bato" absorbed into Japanese Gagaku to be handed down
as Bugaku have been developed their characteristics as the music for aristocratic banquet, while
having the properties of the ceremonial music performed in rituals or Buddhist services in Japan
from ancient times.

This thesis examines how Chinese dance and music were introduced into Japan in and before
the early medieval period in Japan and how they were adopted into Japanese aristocratic society
and Buddhist rituals from the viewpoint of handing down of performing arts in both ancient Japan

and China, focusing on "Ranryo-o" and "Bato" and adopting comparative viewpoint.

Keywords: Sangaku, Bugaku, "Ranryo-o", "Bato", peforming art history in Japan and China
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