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Spectating by Edo commoners at Kanzin-Sumo in the later term of Edo period

TANIGAMA Hironori

Summary

The conclusions reached through this research are as follows.

In the later part of the early modern period, Ekouin Temple, in the Ryougoku district, was designated
as the venue for Kanzin-Sumo. However, part of the reason for this was that the Ryougoku Bridge,
which connected the temple with the neighboring area, was expected to provide access to large num-
bers of travelers, and thus bring many sightseers into Ekouin.

The size of the temporary sumo stadium, which was set up whenever performances were held, was 32.4
m wide by 36 m long, for a surface area of about 1166.4 m®. Inside the stadium there were roofed “box
seats” from which bouts could be easily viewed, and unroofed “floor seating.”

The total capacity of the enclosure was approximately 10,000, of which 1,200 sat in box seats while
8,000-9,000 sat on floor seating.

During the late early modern period, people of the lower-middle class, which made up the majority of
Edo commoners, earned 400 to 540 mon per day, of which they would be left with about 100 mon after
subtracting necessary expenses. Given that watching from a box seat at a Kanzin-Sumo tournament
cost around 4000 mon, it was not a form of entertainment that would have been easily within their
reach. On the other hand, a floor seat cost around 200 mon, making it very plausible that even lower-
middle class Edo commoners would have been able to spectate.

Spectators at sumo performances enjoyed food and drink in the stadium. In particular, audience mem-
bers in the box seats celebrated victories by wrestlers they were patronizing by throwing their own
clothes into the ring, and calling that wrestler to their seat where they would treat him to sake. Also,
while the Daimyo of various domains were known to employ wrestlers at Kanzin-Sumo events, in time
this practice spread to the common classes. In front of the stadium, wrestlers engaged in practice and
this could be viewed free of charge. The research suggests the possibility of people going to the venue

to watch the wrestlers practice.
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