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Denial of the <compassion> in Western Late Ancient Thoughts
Yoichi NAKAJIMA

Thinkers in the late ancient European world didn’t approve the ethical significance of the
compassion which is a kind of sympathy.

Lucretius, a philosophical poet of the Epicurean school, describes <the wise> who look down on the
sufferers from their secure castle. The poet justifies this by the teaching of the non-emotional pleasure
Catapadé& t alofthisschool.

Cicero, an eloquent statesman and writer, brands the compassion like other emotions as a defect and
disease of the mind. He rejects it also in terms of the <utility> for the good deeds.

Seneca, a Stoic philosopher, and the tutor of the emperor Nero, shows the same negative attitude
toward compassion. Public duties, according to Stoicism, should be done by reason, which orders men
to bear their destiny without sentimentality[’ a 7 a 6§ ¢ 1 a].

Though classical Greek philosophers appreciated moral sentiments, these Romans represented the
inhuman rationalism and utilitarianism. And for all the achievements of the Latin civilization, we must

not overlook, in this pagan <wisdom>, the coldhearted military spirit of ancient Rome.



