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Two Examples of Immersion Program
—In Ireland and Japan—

Kaoru SATO

Now we Japanese people are facing the globalization and we are requested to reform the education
for children. To host the Summer Olympic Games in Tokyo in 2020, the Japanese government
has decided to accelerate the globalizing education, especially English education. In these years,
immersion program attracts considerable attention from parents. It is because a lot of students
with such background have succeeded in acquiring two languages and being admitted to the top
universities in Japan and other nations. In Ireland, on the other hand, “the immersion program”means
the preservation of Irish language. Although their mother tongue now is English, their cultures and
traditions are originated in the old Irish language.

The purposes of this paper are to compare the immersion programs in Ireland and Japan, and to

illustrate the current situations and problems in both examples.

Key words : Ireland, Japan, globalization, immersion program, language education, culture and

tradition



