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A Study on the Parent-Daughter Relationships in the
Oku-Aizu Mountainous Region

TACHIYANAGI, Satoshi

The purpose of this paper is to solve the social background and peculiarity on the
parent-daughter relationship in Ryohara, which is a community located in the Oku-Aizu
mountainous region, based on SATOGAFERI as custom of bride's visit frequently and
long-term to her parents.

It is the accepted view that in Japan, these customs are distributed throughout the
coastal districts of the Sea of Japan, especially in the central part of the Honshu. Then,
how should we understand the case in Ryohara ?

My question was following particularly. the Oku-Aizu mountainous region is a part of
the Tohoku district, in where DOZOKU as a typical descent group in Japan, which is
organized by main family and branches, has a tremendous influence on how to plan and
control community. Its principal is hierarchal between main family and branches, male-
dominated, patriarchal. So bride must do her best for husband’'s family. But the essentials
or principal of bride’s visit frequently and long-term to her parents is the contrary
because it means solidarity strongly among bride and her parents.

Based on my research, which paid attention to social structure, the reason or
background of its why is three. Firstly, therefore the Oku-Aizu mountainous region in
where snowfall is heavily, the life environment is severe for people. Accordingly they
must help each other on various occasions in daily life, not only member of descent group
but also a lot of affinity in the community and village. Secondary, the main families in
Ryohara are lack of property and not good enough to control branches. Then the
relationship among main family and branches are equal generally. The DOZOKU in
Ryohara don’'t have influence on planning community. These type of DOZOKU is called
DORUI. Maybe this is one of it. Thirdly, there are close bonds of help each other between
affinitive families in daily life. Generally, peoples in Ryohara regard affinity.

Under such situation, SATOGAERI conforms to the social structure of Ryohara in

principle. So peoples have accepted the custom positively and maintained. It is my
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conclusion.
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