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Background of limitation to write novels for Soseki
Natsume and its relationship with “Hototogisu”:
Consideration of interaction with Kyoshi Takahama

NEMOTO, Ayako

Soseki wrote "Wagahai-wa Nekodearu (I Am a Cat.)" at Kyoshi's encouragement on
“Hototogisu” published in January, 1905. Soseki received publicity for this novel and had
succeeded as a novelist. It stimulated Kyoshi to write a novel, and he changed
“Hototogyisu” from Haiku magazine to literary magazine. However, the sales of
“Hototogyisu” had dropped soon. Soseki was limited to write novels by working for
Asahi Shimbun at that time. Generally speaking, this is the reason that the drop in sales
of “Hototogyisu”.

However, this paper finds out the reason that people learning Haiku stopped
subscribing because “Hototogisu” changed to a literary magazine and it didn't interest
for them. It is clear by the above analysis that letters written by Soseki, which sent to
two people (Kyoshi and Seccho Sakamoto who Soseki taught in the fifth highschool).

In addition, this study shows a change of contents in “Hototogisu” since 1897.



