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The students of the Regional Development Studies of Toyo University are encouraged to learn
more about people and societies all throughout the world by participating in various learning
programs outside of Japan. In 2008, twenty Toyo University students joined the University of
the Philippines Cebu Workshop on “Community Development and the Poor in Cebu” for two
weeks. Accompanied by Prof. Susumu Nejima, a Fair Trade advocate, the Toyo students
reported about the topic, “Philippine Fair Trade Goods in Japan,” in English. They also visited
a Fair Trade Shop, conducted field work in Barangay Luz and bought dried mangoes, necklaces
and bags made from recycled juice packs which they later sold in Japan during the Toyo
November School Festival. The students wrote essays about their Cebu experiences which
were published in a local Gumma newspaper which were appreciated by the local community
residents around Itakura Campus. Eventually, these published reports were published in 2010
as part of a book about Fair Trade. For these students, Fair Trade was not only a lesson

to be learned within the universities but one to be more widely disseminated and supported

whenever, however, wherever they could.
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Students’ Fairtrade Activities in Tatebayashi, Gunma Prefecture

Susumu NEJIMA

This paper deals with the process of student fairtrade activities in Tatebayahi City. The activity
began as experiential learning at Nejima Seminar, Department of Regional Development Studies, Toyo
University in 2005. They proceeded to form Heart Bazaar, a student fairtrade organization in 2009.

This paper follows their various activities and networking up to 2012.

Key words : Fairtrade, Volunteer, Tatebayashi City.



