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[A\bstract]

Trends in the Percentage of Child-care Leave Taken :

A Political Perspective

Hisayo NOSHIRO*

The “percentage of child-care leave taken” (the ratio of employees who take leave within a system of childcare leave) has
received much attention recently, being used, for example, to set targets for policy objectives. Under the corporate-run recog-
nition system (commonly known as Kurumin) based on the Act for the Promotion of Policies to Support Raising the Next
Generation, the “percentage of child-care leave taken” and “number of leave-takers” are used to set standards.

After outlining the current system of childcare leave, this study first clarifies the concept of “percentage of child-care leave
taken” and shows how it has changed before explaining the gender gap in the percentage of child-care leave taken. Next, I
consider how measurements of “Percentage of child-care leave taken” and “number of leave-takers” are used to set recognition
and evaluation standards within the corporate-run system of recognition and commendation. I further consider the limits of re-
lying on percentage of childcare-leave taken and the interrelationship between the percentage of childcare leave taken and the
system of recognition and commendation.

I conclude by addressing how the present situation—in which labor policy and policy trying to improve declining fertility are

intertwined, and in which there is a gender gap in the percentage of childcare leave taken—has led to changes in the childcare
leave system itself.
Keywords : percentage of child-care leave taken, Basic Survey of Gender Equality in Employment Management, Act for the
Promotion of Policies to Support Raising the Next Generation (Next Generation Nurturing Support Measures Promotion Law),
Accreditation Mark : KURUMIN-Enterprises Supporting Childcare (Next Generation Accreditation Mark “KURUMINN™),
Family-friendly Employers
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