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Environmental Ethics and Religious Philosophy
— The Issues of Buddhist Thoughts

TAKEMURA Makio

This article is what I have written as a research note on the environmental ethics and
thoughts that appear in Christianity, Zen Buddhism of the United States in—the—main and
Japanese view of nature while studying major arguments of these religious and environmental
thoughts presented in several books. These books I have studied include: Kunio Kosaka, Notes on
Environmental Ethics; Mitsuo Tanimoto, Radicalism of Environmental Ethics;, Hiromasa Mase,
Ecology and Religion; and Roderick F Nash, The Rights of Nature.

In studying these books, I have realized that Christianity responds to environmental
problems with a serious attitude that we should reflect on our view of human beings and nature
and creates new theology. I also have learned that in the United States people inspired by the
books written by Dr. Daisetz Suzuki and practicing Zen have become active environmentalists. In
contrast, Japanese Buddhism has not yet created any major movements that make people keener
on these environmental problems.

Does Japanese Buddhism effectively take sides with the pollution and destruction of
environment without taking any action to stop environmental destruction? The idyllic love of
nature of Japanese is not problem-free too. In the time of crisis we must reconstruct the Buddhist
view of nature in an intellectual and theoretical way and strive for building new environmental

ethics that fits us living today.

Keywords: stewardship, ecotheology, natural rights philosophy, the nature of Great

Earth, Japanese love of nature
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