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The Characteristics of Takeo Arishima’s Juvenile Stories

——From the viewpoint of Jungs’ Psychology

If I sum up the characteristics of Arishima’s Juvenile Stories from the viewpoint of Jungs’ psycho-

logy, they are as follows.
1. They have a creative motive “Shadow Diffusion” in common.
2. They belong to the category of “Solar Myths.”

Let me give some examples of the first characteristic “Shadow Diffusion” from the six juvenile sto-

ries from life.

1. “Grapes” —the thief’s guilty conscience

2. “Brother and Sister” ——Egoism

3. “Go Pieces” ——Fear of Death

4. “A Fire” ——Indebtedness to the dog which saved a man’s life
5. “The Cap” — -Anxiety for something precious

6. “The Disabled person” Guilty Conscience of Exploitation on the part of Arishima in the
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Bourgeoisie

These six works can be regarded as written in the form of shadow diffusion, diffusion of libido.

Of the eight juvenile stories by Arishima, it can be summed up as follows that the second chara-
cteristic is related to the category of Solar Myths.

1. “Grapes” ‘You have to come to school by any means tomorrow,” says the teacher. That

night it ails him. The next morning Jim hurries up to him and shakes hands. Grapes are the

symbol of love.

2. “Brother and Sister” -——The sister is rescued from drowning by a Young man.

3. “Go Pieces” — —He writhes in agony, but the next morning he recovers after having a motion at
midnight.

4. “A Fire” —At midnight Pochi is in great pain because of a burn, but in the morning, if 1

° quote by Hiroshi Sakamoto the words (Kadokawa Books), he is saved well enough to be restored
,M_ to life again.

HIW 5. “The Cap” —— At midnight he has a nightmare, but in the morning he feels relieved to find it
I\ a dream.

,,H 6. “The Disabled person” -———At¢ midnight people of Toolon climed up the mountain and in the

i

L F

morning the disabled person gets well as they return the guardian deity to the town.

%
A7

A
3

7. “A Dream in Midsummer” (Translation) ——The mother and her daughter who live between
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the dark cliffs near the seashore out of their desire to go to the village and see the sun, overcome
hardships by giving their prayer and approach the village of the sun.

8. “The Swallow and the prince” (Adapted) ———On a snowy winter day the swallow flies to the
Nile in tears. Next summer when it revisits the Rhine, the prince, who has turned into a bell,
tolls clearly and beautifully and expels the rogues.

9. “The Happy Prince” (by Oscar Wilde) ——In cold winter, the swallow dies at the foot of the
prince. Eternal divine blessing goes to the lead heart and the swallow.

It can easily be understood that all of Arishima’s juvenile stories belong to the category of Solar
Myths that develops from darkness into lightness, from agony at night into delight in the morning.
What is more, “T’he Happy Prince” adapted by Arishima suggests a bare possibility that not only
Arishima’s but all juvenile stories belong to the genre of Solar Myths. This is the summary of

Arishima’s juvenile stories viewed from the point of Jungs’ Psychology.

1. “A Cluster of Grapes”

2. “Drowning Brother and Sister”

3. “Yatchan Who Swallowed Go Pieces”
4. “A Fire and Pochi”

5. “The Story of My Cap”
6. “The Disabled Person”
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8.

“Midsummer’s Dream” by Johan August Strindberg

“The Swallow and the prince”
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