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Nothingisquitebeautifulalone ；nothingbutisbeautifulinthewhole.Asingleobjectisonlysofarbeautifulasitsuggeststhisuniversalgrace

・(RalphWaldoEmerson,Nature)

Recently,theAmericangovernmenthasbeenadvocatingtheexpansionofthe

NAFTA(NorthAmericanFreeTradeAgreement)toincludeChile,onthegrounds

thatthiswillbeastepping-stonetoglobalfreetrade.However,suchregionalfree

tradeassociationshavebeencriticizedbyvariouseconomistsasactualinterferences

onglobaltrade:

…letuscallaspadeaspadeandhenceforthtalknotoffree-tradeagreements(FTAS)butof

preferentialtradeagreements(PTAS) ‥.PTASareaninferiorpolicytothemultilateralfreeingoftradenotonlybecausetheydenytradingopportunitiestooutsiders.Theymaybeworseformemberstoo.Thisisbecausetheycancause

“tradediversion".Insteadofimportinggoodsfromthecountriesthatcansupplymostcheaply,themembersofaPTAmaychoosetobuyfromfellowmembers.Thus,ratherthancreatingtradewheretherewasnonebefore-aPTAmayredirectitfromefficientsourcestoinefficientones

。(JagdishBagwati,TheEconomist,Oct.18,1997,p.22)

!nthesamevein.thecurrentfadinJapanhasbeentotalkaboutinternationali-

zationasakindofvaluetobeencouragedthroughouttheeducationalsystemand

societyingeneral.Yetthelackofclarityoverthemeaningandapplicationofthe

termhasledtomoreproblemsthanithasalleviated －educational “diversion"ineffect.Panderingtothisnotion,schoolshavehiredtokenforeignstaff(ifatallpossiblewhiteAnglos

）andso-called “communicative"Englishclassesprimarilyforfacevalidityas

“internationalized"institutions.ThissimplisticviewoftheroleofEnglisheducationhasbeeninitsturncondemnedas

“languageimperialism"for.afterall,oneshouldbeabletocommunicateinternationallyinanycommonlanguage.Inpracticemanynon-Japaneseobservershavealsofeltoffendedbythe

FacultyofRegionalDevelopmentStudies,ToyoUniversity
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sensethatinternationalizationhasbeenusuallyinterpretedhereas “Americaniza-tion".Hence,

“internationalization"inJapanisamisnomerand,moreover,seemstohaveencouragedacounterproductiveWe/Theydichotomyinthinking.Inreality.thetermhasabarelyhiddeneconomicagenda:internationalizationisaconsumercommodityusedtopromoteaschool.acompany,evenacity.Forinstance,CDIs(community-baseddevelopmentinitiatives

）inJapanhavesometimesbeenmotivatedbyeconomicself-interest.toimprovetheimageofaparticularcityorprefecture.Inrelationtothis,fromsomequarterswegettheconvictionthattobe

“internationally-minded"threatensone'sownJapaneseness.Suchethnocentricthinkingisprevalentamongthosethatstandtogainmostfromiteconomically.Forexample,itwasonlyafewyearsagothatattemptsweremadetodenyaccessbyforeignskimanufacturerstotheJapanesemarketonthelaughablegroundsthatforeignskiswereunabletocopewithJapanesesnow.ThisapproachwasquicklysquelchedwhentheFrenchthreatenedtodenyJapanesecarmanufacturersaccesstoFrenchmarketsasJapanesecarswere

“unabletocopewithFrenchroads."Whatdoalloftheseanecdotesandcommentshaveincommon?Theyrepresenttheconfusioninherentinpeopletryingtoapplyoldstandardsorframesofthinkingtonewideas.Whatisnotneededaswenearthecloseofthetwentiethcenturyisamodeloftheworldbasedontheindustrialera.Theeconomicsofthepasthavedictatedapushtowardsmaximumproductionandconsumptionasameanstopersonalsatisfactionandhappiness.Regionalism

－ofwhichboththeeconomicandeducationalissuesmentionedaboveformapart

－hasdominatedallaspectsoflifeinthiscentury,withtheresultthattheworldisbesetbyecologicalchaos.glaringeconomicinequities,andcrisesinsocialcohesion.0napersonallevel,manyofusareexperiencingakindofdisconnectionfromthesurroundingworldthatthesociologistJeanne-MarieScotttermsamondie

－“therathergeneralfeelingthateventsnolongermakesense,andthattheworld

‥・onceinhabitedhasapparentlydisappeared"(Theobald1997:15

）.0ntheotherhand,theadvancesintechnologyandscience.COupledwithimprovedopportunitiesforeducation,havemadethecurrentgenerationsmoreawarethanperhapseverbeforeofthepotentialforimprovingtheworldwelivein.Ineffect,asTomAtleehasputit.

“Thingsaregettingbetterandbetterandworseandworsefasterandfaster."AChinesephilosophermightviewthisastheeternalstrugglebetweentheYinandYang

；yetinprinciplewehavetheopportunityto
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changethefaceofthenewmillenium 。Itiswithinthisconflictthatareassessmentoftheoverallpurposeofeducationneedstobemade.Theterm

“internationalization"isbyitsverynaturesuspect:itdividestheworldintonationalregions,thenimpliesoneshouldmakecontactsacrosstheborders.Inotherwords.thetermusesanarbitraryandartificialpoliticalandhencesocialregionalismasitsfc:

）undation.Ifwearetoaddresstheproblemsandfearswehaveforthefuture.weneedtomovebeyondsuchregionalschemataandviewtheworldinholistic?terms

－asaunifiedglobeorentity.Insuchacognitiveframework.wewillhavetodefineourselvesatthefundamentallevelnotbynationalityorculturebutbyglobalcitizenship.Thisdoesnotmeanthatwewilldenyourculturalinheritance

；rather.wewillseeitasprimarilythedressweusetoclotheourselvesin.Itisthisglobalperceptionthatisessentialforthedevelopmentofahealthierandprogressivetwenty-firstcentury.Inotherwords,whatisneededforallcitizensofthe21stcenturyistheadoptionofanewkindofbeliefsystem.Inreality,suchabeliefsystemisnot

“new' ≒asithasbeenespousedatvarioustimesandplacesthroughouthistorybyphilosophers.religiousthinkers,andevenbycertainculturalgroups(e.g,theQuakers,indigenouspeoplesintheAmericas,Bahais

）.Theobald （1997 ）proposesaclearsetofprinci-piesforsuchaholisticbeliefsystem(Appendix

）.Thisbeliefparadigmneedstobedevelopedthroughtheeducationsystemifitistobeeffectivelyspread.Fortunate-ly

，despitelivineinoneofthemostviolentandinequitablecenturiesinhistory.educatorshavebeguntoaltertheirperceptionoftheirroles.Forinstance.intwooftheprofessionalassociationsforlanguageteachers

（JALT －JapanAssociationofLanguageTeachers,andIATEFL

－InternationalAssociationofTeachersofEnglishasaForeignLanguage

）,therehavebeenestablishedspecialinterestgroupsonglobalissues.Yet,ifrealchangeinbeliefsaretobeencouraged,theemphasismustbeonglobaleducation.notinternationalization."Globalization"representsahigher-levelvaluethaninternationalization.Inadiscussionofglobalhumanresourcesdevel-opment,Marquardt

（1995 ）seesaprocessoffourhierarchicalphaseshetermstheGlobalLearningCurve:

（1）DomesticCulture, （2 ）InternationalCulture,(3 ）MultinationalCulture,and(4

）GlobalCulture.Thefinalstagesubsumesandsupercedestheotherstages.muchliketheHinduviewofthemanylivesasoulexperiencesbeforereachingNirvana.Asteachers.wemayperceiveourfunctionasaidingindividualsintheirjourneyalongthislearningcurve.Thisactionisnot
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simplydesirable,itisaclearsocialresponsibilityifwearetoassistourstudentsto

becomewell-preparedfortheirparticipationinthetwenty-firstcentury ・

Whyinlanguageclasses ？

Moralityisnotreallythedoctrineofhowtomakeourselveshappybutofhowwearetobe

worthyofhappiness ・(ImmanuelKant,CritiqueofPracticalReason)

Grantingtheaboveargument.though,onemaywonderwhyitmaybetheduty

ofalanguageteachertogetinvolvedintheseissues.Afterall,itishardenoughfor

studentstogainfluencyinaforeignlanguage.letalonetofocusonglobalissues

simultaneously.Toanswerthisargument.oneneedstolookataconceptual

frameworkforeducationalcurriculum.Specifically,curriculummaybedivided

intothreecomponents(Robitaille1996):

1.TheIntendedCurriculum(whatsocietywouldliketobetaught)

2.TheImplementedCurriculum(whatstudentsaretaught)

3.TheAttainedCurriculum(whatstudentslearn)

Ideally,thethreecomponentswouldbeperfectsubsetsofeachother,ifoneassumes

society,teachersandstudentsallsharethesamegoals,attitudes,skills.andback-

groundknowledge.Butintherealworld.theywilldiffertolesserorgreater

degrees －notleast,dependentonthemoralvaluesofeachgroupinvolvedintheprocess

。Oneofthemostglaringproblemsofeducationinthemodernageappearstobeinfailingtohelpstudentsdevelopavaluesystemsupportiveoftheirsocialresponsi-bilities.Thisparticularproblemseemstobeuniversal.andmanifestsitselfinlowparticipationofcitizensinlocalelections,insufficientsupportfordevelopmentprojects(resultingingrosssocialandeconomicinequitiesbetweenandwithinregions),atendencytowardswastefulconsumerism,andindifferenceatpersonalresponsibilityforworldproblems.Althoughtheabovemaybeviewedasopinionratherthanfact,thisviewpointissubstantiatedfrequentlyinthemedia,scientificandsocialsymposiums.andinsurveysandtestsofstudentattitudesandglobalknowledge.Itmaybeverydifficulttodevelopamorallyresponsibleattitudetolifeifoneisignorantofmuchoftheknowledgenecessarytoevaluateissues:

Manycountriesinthisworldareinsular,concernedonlywiththeirowncountry.Studentsin

theU.S.areinfamousfortheirpoorgeographyskills.StudentsinJapanarealsoquite
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uninformedabouttheworld.ThecommonlyheldviewinJapanisthatthecountryandits

peoplearetryingtoinlernationalize,buthowcanthishappenwhenstudentscan'ttellyouwhere

Thailandis?OrMexico?OrGermany?Kamataeta/(1997)

Thislackofknowledge.whichleadstoapathyanddependencyonothersto

dealwithproblems.hasbeenfoundtolimittheabilityofdevelopmentagenciessuch

asNGOstoachievetheirgoals.AsprominentJapaneseNGOactivistsnote:

InJapan,ifalotofpeoplearedoingsomething,othersthinkthehavetojumponthe

bandwagon,butthereareveryfewwhohavetheenergyorwillpowertostartanorganization

ontheirown. ‥Japanesecitizens'groups.insteadofbroadeningtheirnetworks.e χpendtoomuchenergylayingblame.Thismeansthattheysimplydon'thavethepowertochangethelawsortheadministrativesystem.

‥
［They ］havetodevisewaystoencouragecitizenstotakeaction

－anyaction.Thisisavitalpoint ；lfearthatifwedon'tdothissoon,thegovernmentwilllegallyenf

）rceenvironmentallyconsciousaction.slappinghugefinesonlitterers ，forinstance,asisdoneinSingapore.Thisisnowaytolive.Betterthate

・ヽeryindividualhaveaclearunderstandingoftheproblemsandmakethesamechoices

－onhisorherownfreewill.KotaroYamamoto(SoldOutCo.)

JapaneseNGOstendtoconcentratetoomuchonJapaneseproblems.Therearen'tmanyNGOs

thatjoinwithAsianpeople.Thosethatdon'twillsoonbecomemeaningless,lthink. ‥Japan'sdomesticandforeigncooperationpolicieshavetoberevised

‥.TheForeignMinistryalwaysendsupmakingJapanthefocusofitswork,andtheMinistryofHealthandWelfareisdevotedtodomesticissues.Theresimplyisnogovernmentorganthatcanbeusedtoachievethegoalofinternationalpeace.YoIshikawa(GratitudeforCompassionamongCitizens)

Wemustreexamineourlifestyleinamorecomprehensivesense.notjustfoods,butalsothe

social,politicalsystem.lwanttoputmoreenergy,includingfinancialenergy,intothistotal

participation ‥.Becausethisisthewaylfeel,thatpoliticsandlifeshouldbepartandparcelofoneanother,connected,myhopeisthatthosewhocollidewithpoliticsonvariousissues

‥・willstopdoingastheyhaveinthepast.whichistomakeasharpU-turnbackintotheireverydayliveseverytimetheyrunupagainstpoliticians

。SachiyoSakamoto(GreenandLifeNetwork)

Theinertiathatseemstobesoprevalentinthiscountry,epitomizedinthe

expressionsh ∂ganai,iscertainlynothelpedbythelackoffinancialtaxincentivesforNGOwork.Unlikemanyotherdevelopedcountries.almostnodonationstoNGOsqualifyfortaxdeductionsinJapan,exceptforinaveryfewdomestically-focusedcases.Asaresult,mostNGOshavetospendaninordinateamountoftimeinfund-raisingactivities.insteadofconcentratingontheirgoals.Thiskindofgovernmentalindifferencedoesnothingtohelpcitizensgainagreatersenseofsocial
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andmoralresponsibility.

But,whatisthemoralresponsibilityofacitizen?Nodoubtthisissueisvery

debatable:religiousgroupshavetheirownpositions,schoolssuchasReitaku

Universitywithits “Moralogy ”departmenthavetheirs.Atthemostbasiclevel.responsibilitymeanstheoppositeofanarchy:allhumanshavetheresponsibilitynottocauseharmknowingly.TilesandOberdiek(1995:182

）,inananalysisoftheconnectionsbetweenvaluesandtechnology.listthreeprinciplesofmoralresponsibility:

1

2.

3.

Weareresponsibleforharmifitisaconsequenceofsomethingwedoorifitfollowsinthe

courseofnaturefromourinterventionsinwhatISgoingon.

Weareresponsiblewhen.becauseofomissionsorfailurestoact.weallowharmtooccur.

Weareresponsibleforharmifwedosomethingforeseeinghowotherswillreacttowhatwe

do,thouehweneithercausenorallowtheharmthatoccurs.

CulturessuchastheindigenouspeoplesoftheAmericashaveinthepast

recognizedsuchmoralresponsibilitybothintheirreligiousteachingsandcultural

actions.Forinstance,theyattemptedtolimittheirhuntingofanimalsinorderto

preservethespecies.They “thanked"thespiritsofsuchanimalskilled,inordertoshowtheirownsenseofonenesswiththephysicalandspiritworld.Theconceptoflandownershipwasoftenunknownand.whereapplicable,wascommunalratherthanindividual.Allofthesepracticesandbeliefshadtheaboveprinciplesofmoralresponsibilityasanunspokenbackground.AlthoughtheguidelinesforeducationfromtheJapaneseMinistryofEducationincludegoalsrelatedtosuchglobalthinking,thetimetablingandfinancingforcoursesatuniversitiesmitigateagainstanysubstantialgainsinglobalknowledgeandawareness.Specifically,virtuallyallcoursesoccuronlyonceaweekforabrief90minutes.andcommonlyclasseshavealargenumberofstudentsbecausefundingisnotavailabletohiree

χtrateachers.Asaconsequence,thereisinsufficientclasstimeandstaffingtoallowfortheneedsofindividualstudents.Mostteachersmustresorttothelecturestyleofteaching.whichprovidesinf(:)rmationinputbutlittleappliedorpracticalknowledgeandskilldevelopment.Itisasiftheteacherispouringwateringintoasinkwithoutputtingtheplugintothedrainhole.Thus,theintendedcurriculumdoesnotingeneralmatchtheimplementedcurriculum.Furthermore,theattainedcurriculumisevenlessconnectedtotheintentionsofthesystem(asisevidentwhenyoulookatthestudentssleepingorchattingwiththeir

一 一 一 ‥ －
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peersatthebackoflargelecturehallsduringlessonsinthiscountry) 。Returningtoourdiscussionofthereasonsforincludingglobaleducationinlanguageclasses,globalissuessuchasmoralresponsibilityneedtoformpartofallclasses.Thereissimplytoolittletimeinschoolnottouseallopportunitiesforgloballearning.Fundamentally,globaleducationismorecriticaltothelearnerthananylanguagecanitselfbe.Thereare,however,numerousotherrationaleforencouragingtheacquisitionofaglobalperspectivethroughlanguageeducation

。Firstofall,ascurrentresearchhasindicatedabundantly,languageandcultureareessentiallyinseparable.Onecannottrulylearntousealanguage

’oreventounderstandalanguage

－withoutgainingsomeawarenessofthecultureswithinwhichitisemployed.Foraso-calledinternationallanguagelikeEnglish,therealizationsofotherculturesgainedthroughlanguagestudyhelptheindividualtobesensitivetootherviewpointsaswellastodevelopskillsincross-culturalcommunication.Thisinturnencouragesaninternalizationofculturalrelativity(viewingallculturesasequal

）,anessentialcomponentinaglobalperspective.Inonesense,thefocusonaglobalperspectiveinlanguagelearningisactuallyapedagogicalnecessity:tolimitthedangerofthelanguageimperialismreferedtoearlier.Aslongas

“nativespeakers"ofEnglishhavetheascendancyinJapaneseeducation.theteachingofEnglishwilllargelyconveyAngloculture.Byconscious-lyandsystematicallyintroducingglobalissues,theforeignlanguageteachermayovercomesuchculturalbias

。Inaddition,thestudyoflanguages,likeallsubjectsinthefieldofHumanities,involvesastrongemphasisonthea]"fective(oremotional

）domain.Topromoteaglobalperspectiveisamongotherthingstopromoteempathyforothers

－surelyavaluethatmaybeasreadilyencouraged.ifnotmoreso,throughtheHumanitiesthantheSciences.Thus,whilethecontent(majorspecialty)coursesmayintroducethefactsandmodelsfordevelopmentstudies

’afieldwhereaglobalperspectiveisparticularlypertinent,thelanguageclassmaysupportsuchlearningbyexamininganddebatingtheopinions,values,andpurposesthatunderpinsuchinformation.Infact,itisoneofthefundamentalgoalsoflanguagestudyinJapantohelpstudentstodevelopcriticalthinkingandoraldiscussionskills.Thus,helpingtointroduceglobalissuesisbeneficialforspecialtyandlanguagestudyalike

。Itwouldappearfromtheworldwidepopularityof

“content-based"languageteaching.thatapartnershipofcontentandlanguageteachersindevelopinglanguagecourseswithspecialtycontentwillbenefitthelearningoflanguageandcontent
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equally.Oneofthemainreasonsforthissuccessappearstobethatstudentsmay

havemuchmoremotivationforlanguagestudywhentheyfeelthattheclasshas

relevancytotheirinterestsandgoals.Thismotivationcanhaveaspillovereffect,

asstudentsrealizethattheirspecialtyinterestinteractswithanddependsonother

fields(astheinterdisciplinarystatusofToyo'sFacultyofRegionalDevelopment

Studiespresupposes) ・InafollowupsurveyofJapaneseuniversitystudentattitudestowardsarecentcourseinEnglishtaughtentirelythroughtopicsonenvironmentalissues,Peaty(1997)findsthat70.6

％ofthestudentsthoughtthecontentinteresting,85.6%preferedlearningEnglishthroughglobalissuesormediaratherthanstudyingliteratureorlanguage,79.4

％felttheirEnglishabilityhadimproved.and100 ％indicatedtheyhadlearnednewinformationabouttheenvironment(61.7%alot

；38.3

％alittle)
・Inessence,then,languagestudywithaglobalfocusisintrinsicallymoreinterestingandhencesuccessfulthana

“dry"studyofthelanguagealone.Alanguageis,afterall.atoolormeans,notanendinitself.Incontent-basedteaching,itisamoneotherthingsatooltoassistinthelearningofthecontent.thussavingpreciouslearningtimeinthecontentclassforotheruses.Whatlearningprinciples?Weallhavepartofthetruth.(RobertTheobald,ReworkingSuccess)

Thecentrallearningprinciplethatunderliesallteachingincludingthatof

languageisthatlearnershavesomethingofthemselves,somethingverypersonal.to

bringtotheirstudies.Iftheydon't.theyprobablycan'tlearn.Bythesametoken.

eachstudentneedstobecomeawareofthatpersonalcontributiontothelearning

process.Ingainingsuchanawareness,therewillnecessarilybeanattendant

awarenessofotherindividuals'contributions －arealizationthatallindividualscananddohelpeachothertolearn.Inthissense.recognitionoftheindividualisalsoaformofcommitmenttosocialinteractionandhenceglobalawareness.Applyingsuchlogictotheclassroomshouldsuggestacooperativelearningorlearner-centredapproach.whichistantamounttoafocusontheindividualaswellasonsocialcohesion.Byworkingingroupswiththeintenttogaingreatersensitivitytoothers'needs,studentsareineffectlearningsocialskillscrucialtotheir
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futureout-of-schoolInteractions.Thus,theschoolenvironmentisbothalabora-

toryforsocialtrainingandchange.Itfunctionsonthepremiseofparticipatory

democracy,agoalforthe21stcenturyespousedbymanysuchinfluentialbodiesas

theUnitedNations.Tiedtothisrequirementfortheclassroomenvironmentas

wellasforlearningglobalawarenessisequity －whichmeansgrantingeachstudentafairstakeintheoutcomeandequalchancestoparticipate.AsJohnF.Kennedysaidina1963speech,

“Allofusdonothaveequa 】talent,butallofusshouldhaveanequalopportunitytodevelopourtalents."Sinceeveryindividualisinsomewayunique,itfollowsthatarecognition,indeeda

“celebration"ofdiversitywithintheclassroomwillbeatthecoreofglobalthinking.Yetthisshouldnotsimplybethediversityofpeoplebutalsoofideas:

“Nothingismoredangerousthanoneidea.whenyouonlyhaveoneidea" （Alain,Libres-propos

）.Encouragementofdiversitywillmeanacceptanceofvariedopin-ionsandoptionsandwillimplyencouragementofne

χibilityandcreativity.skillsessentialtosuccesswithina

「apidlychangingera.Inaddition,aparadigmofe

χperientiallearning.inwhichstudentsandteachersmustmakeacommitmenttoaction.inotherwordstothecreationofpositivechange,willsupportthenotionofglobalperspective.Thisdoesnotmeanthatthereneedstobearevolutionintheclassroom,onlythateveryonemustbeactivelyinvolvedineffectingprogress.WillisHarmannotesinAnIncompleteGuidetotheFuture,"Changehappenswhenalotofpeopledoalotofthingsalittledifferently."Becauseofthenatureofchange.though.onemustexpecttheretobesomeresistancesandfailures.Changeobviatesexperimentation

；mistakesareamajorpartofthelearningprocess.Commitmenttoactionisinstrumental

；itmakeseducationpartoflifeitself.notmerelypreparationforlife.Therefore,thegreatestrolethattheschoolcanplayis

“toprovidelearning 一to-learnskillswhichmaybeappliedonalifelongbasissothatpeoplecanrapidlygrasptheessentialsofthewidevarietyofsituationsinwhichtheywillinevitablyfindthemselvesthroughouttheirlives"(Theobald,1997:94

）.Theseprinciplescannotbeputintopracticebyjustanybodyinanyeducationalsystem.Dependentastheyareonrelativelyliberalandhumanisticvalues.thekindofteachermostsuitableforimplimentingsuchprincipleswillhavetoonewell-trainedintheemergingparadigm.Universityinstructorsmayhavetoreevaluatetheirrolesvis-a-visresearchandteaching.Currently,asmanyas72%ofJapaneseuniversityfacultyviewtheirprimaryinterestasresearchratherthanteaching

（The
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Economist,Oct.4,1997).Inalllikelihoodappropriatestaffforglobaleducation

willcomefromtheremaining28 ％,afigurewhichiscertainlytoolowforeffectiveimplementationonalargescale.Attheveryleast.trainingandselectionof

“globally-literate"teacherswillbeessential.Inaddition,thewholesystemofJapaneseeducationwillhavetodomorethanpaylip-servicetoeducationalreform

。Forexample.ashiftawayfromemphasisonknowledgeaccumulationtowardsappliedknowledgeandskillswillrequireamajorchangeinexaminationpolicies

・Thus,Englishentrancee

χaminationswillneedto100katindividualcommunicationskills.includinganassessmentoforalskills,notknowledgeofdiscretegrammarorvocabularyitems.Thiswillbeharderandprobablymoree

χpensivethanthestatusquo.butnothingvitalisachievedbyinertia.

Whatmaterials?

Ifmaterialsareataninappropriatelevelorcontainuninterestingcontent.

studentswilleitherbeboredorfrustrated.Sinceglobalissues －suchaspoverty.hunger,ordesertification

－arerarely,inthemselvesatleast,amusing,theteachercannotapproachthematerialinacasualorflippantmanner.However,whenthematerialsaredesignedfor

“hands-on"oractiveinvolvementinlearning(e.g.,throughgroupdiscussions.projects,task-basedlearning

）,lessonsmaynaturallybestimulating.ThereisanEnglishproverbthatsays

“Youcan'tmakeanomelettewithoutbreakinganegg."Applyingthistolanguagestudy,appropriatematerialsshouldbethosewithwhichthestudentscanactivelymessaroundwith

；moreover,theywilloftenbecontroversial.Toooftenthesyllabusofalanguageclasshasbeendictatedbythechoiceoftextbookselected.Onceastudenthaspaidmoneyforate

χtbook,thereisakindofobligationoftheteacher'sparttouseitasmuchaspossible.TheproblemwithmanytextbookscurrentlyoutintheinterdisciplinaryfieldofGlobalEducationandLanguageisthattheyareeithertooadvancedf(:

）rmostJapanesestudentsofEnglish,toodryandunstimulating,orpoorlydesigned.Evenifthetextbookiswell-designed,someofthecontentwillnotbeusefulorrelevanttotheneedsofanyparticulargroupofstudents.Soitiscriticalfortheteachertosearchforawidevarietyofsourcesoflearningmaterial.especiallyfromthemedia.Newspaperarticles,newsbroadcasts.nimclipsandsoonhaveintrinsicmotivationbecausetheyappearauthentic,relevant,andcurrent.Althoughtheremaybeproblemsinlanguagedifficulty.mostofsuchproblemsarealleviatedbylimitingthelengthof
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theextractsandprovidingattainabletasksinthelearningactivities 。Ultimately,therehasnotyetbeenpublished.tothewriter'sknowledge.atextbookthatiscompletelysuitableforthemajorityofJapaneseuniversitystudents.Asidefromusuallybeingattoohighalanguagelevel,manytextbooksassumetoomuchworldknowledgewhileotherspresupposeexperiencewithcriticalthinking

・Thedifficultyinthelatterassumptionwaswell-illustratedtomeoncewhenaclasswasgiventhetaskofsharingtheiropinionsonanissuethatseemedeasyandimportant:choosingasuitablespouse.Afteraninordinatelengthoftimehadpassedwithoutanydiscussiontakingplace,lchallengedthestudentstoexplainwhytheyweren'tdiscussingthetopic.Afteralongsilence,finally,oneofthestudentssaid,

“Wecan'tdiscuss.eveninJapanese."Althoughlhaveneverfullybelievedthestatement,Iwasneverthelessshockedandappalled

。Inconsequence,languageteachersneedtobeveryenterprisingtoobtainsuitablelearningmaterials.Timepermitting.thebestwrittenmaterialsmaybethosedevelopedbytheteachersthemselves.Ideally,materialsshouldbecreatedjointlywiththecontentteachers,sothatthematerialinthelanguageclassissupportiveofthecontentstudies.Acurrentmediafile(ofmagazineandnewspaperarticles)shouldalsobemaintainedsothatinformationisconstantlyupdatedandrelevant.Thestudentsthemselvescanassistinthis(Peaty1997).Asidefromtheirownmaterialsorusingthemedia.teachersshouldcollectasmanyrealiaaspossible:pamphletsfromNGOs,touristofficesorembassies,foreignstampsandmoney,picturepostcards,maps.culturalartefacts.ethnicmusic,andsoon.Thesematerialsnotonlyprovide

“colour"butformthebasisofthelearningactivities.Forexample.tostudyhowculturesmayrankvaluesdifferentlyandtogainsomespecificculturalknowledge(ofheroes,famouslandmarks,andsoon),aswellastolearnaboutthepowerofsymbolism,studentshaveexaminedapersonalcollectionofpapermoneyfromaroundtheworld.Evenatalowleveloflanguageproficiency.studentscanmakeoralcommentsonthistopic:

e・g.，Whatdoyouseeonthebill?Whatcolouristhebill?Whydoyouthinkitisblue?

Whatcountryisitfrom?Whereisthatcountry?

Whatcurrencydoesthecountryuse?Howmuchisthebill?

Whatsymbolscanyoufindonthebill?Whatdoyouthinktheymean?

Studentsfindthecurrenciesinterestinginthemselves,andbecausetheyareconcrete



204
JournalofRecionalDevelopmentStudies(1998)

objectsithelpsthemtostepintoanotherculture.Justholdingthemoneyintheir

handsseemstoactasastimulus:itisforeign.real,andvaluable!

Anotherofthewaystofindmaterialforstudyistoaskthestudentsthemselves

tobringinthingsthattheywanttolearnortalkabout.Occasionallymystudents

havebroughtinsongsthattheywantedtolearntosingforkaraokesessions.Other

times,studentshavegivenmeexcerptsfromradiobroadcaststhattheywantedto

havetranscribed.Inbothcases,weworkedonthetranscriptionsasin-class

projects.resultinginstrongstudentsatisfactionandinvolvementinlearning.

Evensimplyaskingstudentstomakealistofthingstheywanttolearninthe

classcanbehelpful （aslongassomeoftheseareincludedinthesyllabus).Theotherdaylattendedateachingworkshopconcernedwithculturestudies.Thespeakerhadaskedhisstudentstolistfiveculturalquestionstheywantedanswersfor.Oneofhisstudentshadaskedthequestion,"WhydoWesternerseatbreadbutJapaneseeatrice?"Sohereplied(afterinwardlywincingatthecognitivegeneraliza-tionsinherentinthequestion

）,"Dothey?"andaskedthestudenttokeepapersonalfoodrecordforthecomingweekwhilehehimselfwouldalsokeepsucharecord.Thefollowingweek,itwasdiscoveredthattheJapanesestudenthadeatenbreadmoreoftenthanriceandthatthe

“Western"teacherhadeatenpotatoesmorethananystarch.followedbyriceandbreadinthatorder.Inthisway.thestudentwasledtorealizethathis

“fact"wasactuallyabeliefbasedonincompletedata.Bythisprocessthestudent,whomerelyfromaskingthatparticularquestionwasshowingalackofculturalsophistication.wasstartingalongthelongroadtowardscriticalthinkingskills.Anotherwayfo

「studentstoseerelevancyintheirstudiesistousestudent-generatedmaterials.In

゛areadingclass.forinstance,excerptsfromtheirownorotherstudents'compositionsorhomework(withnamedeleted

）couldformthebasisforthelesson.Bythecarefulselectionofglobaltopics.studentresponsesmayrevealtheirownattitudesandassumptions.Inanalyzingeachother'sresponses.studentsmayslowlycometounderstandthateachissuepresentsvaryingviewpoints.thateachopinionisbasedonculturalorsocialassumptionswhichmayormaynotbesharedbyothers.Asanexampleofsuchanapproach,thefollowingexcerptfromastudentessaydescribinganinfluentialfamilymemberillustratesanumberofculturalassumptionsaboutfamilysystems:Heismyolderbrotherwhotakesgoodcareofhisyoungerbrother.me.Somedayinmy
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childhood,thethunderisrumbling.Then,hecamecloserandsaid. “Kai,youaresafebecauseyouarehome.Don

’tworrv!"Butlhadcriedbecauselwasachild.Atthattime,hesuddenlygotangryaboutthethunderinaloudvoiceformeandheldmyshoulder.lwasveryglad.

‥1

・thinkwearefriendsratherthanbrothers.Needlesstosay.Iloveandrespecthimasanolderbrother.butldon'tthinkheismyolderbrotherwheneverlmeethim.Heisoneofmyvaluablefriends.

Byprintingoutthisexcerptandaskingstudentstoanalysethewriter'sattitudes,

theteachercanthendrawthetopicintoamoregeneraldiscussionoffamily

interrelationshipsandtherolesofitsmembers:

e・g・，WhatdidtheolderbrotherdotohelpKai?Howdoyoushow"loveandrespect"toanotherfami!ymember?DoesanolderbrotherdeserverespectautomaticallvinJapan?Arethereanycultureswheresuchresectisnotautomatic?

。pWhydobrotherssometimesfight?WhydoesKaisayhisbrotherishisfriend?Isafriendmoreimportantthanabrother?

Theadvantageofusingstudent-generatedmaterialsisthatitmayseemvery

relevanttothestudents,sinceitcomesfromtheirpeers.Inaddition,thelanguage

levelshouldbeappropriateforimmediateunderstanding.despitethegrammatical

orlexicalerrors.Finally,byusingstudent-generatedmaterialstointroduceglobal

issues,theteacherpersonalizestheissuef(:)rthestudentsbef(:)releadingthemintothe

moreabstractandremovedissueappliedtootherpeopleorculures.

Conclusion

Teachersoftenmoanabouttheacademicleveloftheirstudentsandthe “generaldecline"instandardsandabilitythroughoutthetertiaryeducationsystem,caused,theyclaim,byfallingbirthratesandhenceincreasedcompetitionforstudents.TheywringetheirhandsatinternationalcomparisonsoftheaverageresultsfromtestssuchasTOEFL,whereinJapanranksfarbelowalmostallotherdevelopednations.Japanesepeopletendtospendvastsumsofmoneyonforeignlanguageeducation,yetitappearsthatcommunicativeabilitycomestofew

。Thereisnopanacea.nomagicalcurefortheseproblems.Essentially,systemiceducationalreformisnecessary

（ashasbeenrecognizedbytheMinistryofEduca-tionandsocietyatlarge

）.Classsizeshavetobereduced ；courses,especiallyinoralcommunication.mustbeincreasedfromonceaweektoseveraltimesaweek.
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Onceenrolledinuniversity,astudentshouldn'tbeplacedinasituationwhere

breathingequalspassing.Ultimately,ahigherpriorityonlanguageeducation

(especiallyinthehiringof “noreteacherstoreduceclasssizes)iscriticaltoimprov-ingtheoutput.Butevenaftersuchreformsareinplace,thequalityandquantityofstudentswillbedeterminednotbythesystembutbyindividualmotivationsandbackgrounds

。Ifeducationalreformcreatesamilieuinwhichthosewhowishtoimprovetheirlanguageabilitiesandknowledgecandoso.thenschoolswilltrulybecentresoflearning.Studentswithouteducationalinterestsorgoalshavenoplaceintertiaryinstitutions.Theyshouldnot,asitpresentlyseems.beinthemajority.Ifwearetoaltertheirattitudestoeducation.toencouragethinkingandsociallyresponsiblecitizens,wecannotsimplyacceptsituationsastheystandnow.Weneedtoargue.adjustcurricula

，sponsordiversity,activelyengageourselvesandourstudentsbothinsideandoutsidetheclassroom.Fieldtripsshouldnotbetheexceptionbutthenorm,includinginlanguagecourses.Schoolclubsandfestivalsshouldnotmerelybeforrelaxingandfun,butshouldprovideopportunitiestoengagestudentsinself-developmentandsocialactivism.Teacherstoowillgainfromsuchactivities

；theywillfeelmoreinvolvedintherealworldandprobablymoreintunewiththeirstudents.Thesaying

“Thefamilythatplaystogetherstaystogether"appliesequallytostudent-teacherrelationships.Languageteachershavebeguntorecognizethisroleinthepromotionofthevaluesforthe

“newworldorder".Notallarecomfortablewiththee χpandingnatureoftheireducationalfunction,supposingthatitimposesvaluesonotherswithouttheirconsent.Othersfeeldismayathavingtoincludeelementsfromotherfieldsintheirteaching.Theymaybecomfortableintraditionalmethodsandcontent,anduneasyabouttheirownknowledgeinotherareas.Contentteacherstoomayfeelunhappywiththeideathatlanguageteachersshouldgetinvolvedintheirspecialtyfields.Thisstemsatleastpartlyfromthemistakenbeliefthat

“anyone"canteachlanguage ’i.e・，thatitisnotaspecialtyinitself.Yet,moreandmorescientiststhemselvesarerealizingthatthesciencesandhumanitiescanlearnfromeachother.particularlyfollowingthemoraldilemmasthatmodernsciencehascreatedthroughresearchintofieldssuchaseugenics,genetics,andnuclearphysics

。Thetruthisthatchangeisrarelycomfortable.Changedependsonguessworkandrisk-taking,forthefutureisalwaysuncertain.Justasleavingyourowncountryandfriendstoforgeanewlifeinanewlandtakescourage,sotoodoesany
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changeinpolicyorprocedure.Butsuchistheconditionoflife －asMargaretMeadoncesaid.

“Weareallimmigrantstoanewtime."
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（RobertTheobald,p.102-3 ）1)Stresstheopportunitiesinasituationratherthantheproblems.Theopportunitiesinsituationsusuallyhavetobediscoveredratherthanbeingobvious.Creativethinkingisrequiredtoseewhatcangoright,ratherthanwrong.2

）Encouragethinkingwhichsupportsindividualsandgroupsinmovingtowardmoreopenandcreativethoughtandactivity.3)Seehe

。althyrelationshipsasessentialtoeffectiveactivity.Thetimeputintoreallyknowingthepeoplewithwhomoneworksisessentialtocommongroundwork.4

）Acknowledgetheimportanceofspirituality.Wearespiritualbeings:denyingthisrealityimpoverishesnotonlyourselves,butalsothosearoundusandourwork.Weneedpoetryandartanddramaaswellasintellect.5

）Recognizetheimportanceofusingvalues －honesty,responsibility,humility,love,faith.cooperation,andarespectformystery

－asacompasswhichguidesourchoices ・6

）Movebeyonddichotomizedthinking.Recognizehow “both/and"language.whichisinclu-sive

，ratherthan “either/or"language.whichise χelusive.aidstheprocessoffindingcol-leagues.7

）Understandthatwhileeverythingisconnected,wemust “bound"therealitiesweconsiderifwearetobeabletothinkoractatall.Thisapproachcontrastswiththepastwhenwetriedtodevelopacomplete,objectivepictureof

“reality"・8

）Understandthatrealityisbornlargelyfromthebeliefsandboundariesweco-createwiththosearoundus.Althoughweneedtheseboundariesandbeliefstofunction,weshouldnottakethemtooseriously.9

）Acknowledgeandempowercompetencebasedonknowledge.skills,abilities,wisdom √perspec-tives,andexperience,ratherthanacceptingthedominanceofcoercivepower.10

）Beawarethatstrengthsalwayscarryweaknesseswiththem.Allstrengths.whenover-played.aredestructive.11

）Learnthatwecanmakeprogresstogethertothee χtentthatwecontrolouregoneedsandgrowbeyondthem.12

）Recognizethatpeopleoperateintheirperceivedself-interestbecausetheyhavetoscreenrealitythroughtheirownsensesandthestoriesandmythstheyhavelearned.Thisdoesnotmeanthatpeoplewillnecessarilyseetheirself-interestnarrowlyorselfishlybecausetheywillbeaware,toagreaterorlesserextent.ofcommunityvalues

・13)Learnthatdifferentpeoplewillinevitablyseetheworldfromvariedviewpointsandthatreactionswillthereforebehighlydiverse.14

）Discoverthatourcollectiveintelligence,ourabilitytosee,think,andrespondtogether.dependslargelyonhowconsciouslyandcreativelyweuseourdiversitytolearnn

・omthedisturbancesweface.becausetheycanshowustheopportunitiesofourtime.15

）Supporttheemergenceofnewsystemswhichwillenableustocontinuetogrowwithoutdamagingtheecologicalpatternsonwhichwedependforsurvival.


