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Abstract

Production systems based on the modern science and technology that originated
in western Europe have spread rapidly throughout Asia in recent years. Japan
embarked on modernization in the mid-nineteenth century, a hundred years before
other Asian nations, and its acceptance of science and technology has enabled it to
become one of the world’s advanced countries in terms of economic development (or
industrialization).

Other eastern countries, despite a long histry of contact with the West, can be
said to have reached this stage only after World War 11, when they gained political
and social independence. At present, Asian countries which are called NIES or
ASEAN and rapidly developing has been realized the modernization (or industriali-
zation) on the basis of improved social conditions in the latest decade. This shows
that it is not able to realize the development of modern industrial society without
political, social and spiritual independence and autonomy, not merely to learn the
western scientific knowlesge and contact with western industrial technologies.

In case of Japan, however, through measured contact with western natural
science during the Edo period, when the barrior of national seclusion protected the
country from internal political or economic upheaval caused by invasion of western
nations, the Japanese acquired a purely intellectual enlightment. The basement
became a unbreaked footstool for the modernization (or industrialization) after the
Meiji era, although it was weak one.

This paper indicate that the Japanese have in fact become increasingly similar
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to Westerners in many aspects of both their material and spiritual lives, and they face
increasingly similar problems. And this paper also point out that it is necessary for
the Japanese to assume their spiritual identification in order to overcome global

problems in coming the twentyfirst century.




